




















  

CITY OF SOMERSWORTH 
Office of the City Manager 

 
TO:  Mayor Lincoln Soldati and City Council Members 
 
FROM: Robert M. Belmore, City Manager 
 
DATE: February 4th, 2011 
  
SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report for Monday, February 7th, 2011 
  City Council Agenda 

 

6:00 PM WORKSHOP  
Discussion of an annual cycled inspection program for  

all city real estate properties. City Assessing Agents Janis Carruth and Wil Corcoran 
will be in attendance. Attached is a proposal from Corcoran Associates. 

 
Presentation of Petitions and Disposal Thereof by Reference or Otherwise (under Section 6 
of the Agenda): 

A. Petition from Norma and Thomas Willard, Kimberly Faustino, Nancy and George Cote. Attached 
is a map of the area as well as City Attorney’s recommendation to schedule a Public Hearing. 

 
Lay on Table (under Section 11 of the Agenda): 

A. Ordinance No. 5-11 Amend Chapter 24 by the Addition of Chapter 24A Entitled Somersworth 
Housing Code for Rental Multi-Unit Properties. 

 
Old Business (under Section12 of the Agenda): 
Resolutions: 

A. Resolution No. 13-11 To Notify the City Tax Collector that the City Council shall not Accept a Tax 
Deed on Certain Properties Subject to an Unredeemed Tax Lien. As previously noted, if the City 
executes these deeds, the City will be responsible for lot rental fees, providing property insurance on the 
units and the consideration of commencing with eviction proceedings.  Please note that the tax liens will 
remain in effect on all these properties so that the City retains the option of accepting these deeds at a 
future date.   

 
B. Resolution No. 14-11 To Notify the City Tax Collector that the City Council shall not Accept a Tax 

Deed on Certain Property Subject to an unredeemed Tax Lien. Again, this is the former Breton 
Cleaners contaminated site that is under a NH DES clean up mandate.  I do want to let you know that I 
recently met with NH DES officials to re-look the possibility of applying for State and EPA Brownfields 
funding to raze the building and clean up the site. 
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 New Business (under Section 13 of the Agenda): 
Resolutions: 

A. Resolution No. 16-11 City of Somersworth Sustainability Initiative. 
 
B. Resolution No. 17-11 City of Somersworth Sustainability Committee. 

 
Other: 

A. Discussion of Proposed Amended Area School Agreement. Last meeting, I provided City Attorney’s 
comments on his review of the proposed amendments. 

 
City Manager’s Items (under Section 9 of the Agenda): 

A. Informational Items: 
1. State of City Address. The new City Charter requires annually, on or before the 15th day of 

MARCH, the City Manager, in concert with the Superintendent of Schools, Mayor and School 
Board Chairman, shall prepare a State of the City Address to a joint meeting of the City Council 
and School Board.  The State of the City Address shall, but not be limited to, review of 
performance of the existing fiscal year budget, capital expenditures and plans, an analysis of 
conformance with the City Master Plan, and plans for the forthcoming fiscal year to enhance or 
maintain the City of Somersworth and the services that the City provides.  Similar to last year, 
this could be done prior to a regular Council Meeting – Monday, March 7th, 5:30 p.m. or so. 
Otherwise, a special meeting will need to be scheduled. 

 
2. Hilltop Elementary School Re-Use. The City only received one proposal in response to the 

RFP solicitation. Director Wheeler’s cover memorandum outlines the proposal’s major 
components that include the purchase of the land and building for $325,000; redevelopment cost 
estimated at $10 million; and 50 age restricted rental units developed. 
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