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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 3, 2014 

The meeting was called to order by His Honor, Mayor Hilliard, and upon roll call, the following 
members were found present:  Pepin, Soldati, Hebert, McCallion, Messier, Tapscott, Witham and 
Sprague. 

Mayor Hilliard called for a moment of silence for Frank Menez, a long-time member of the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment who recently passed away. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

A.  Joint meeting of the City Council and School Board held on 1/21/14.  Councilor Pepin 
moved to accept the minutes as recorded.  The motion was seconded by Councilor 
McCallion and passed by a vote of 7 yeas, 1 abstention, Councilor Tapscott abstaining. 
 

B. City Council Meeting held on 1/21/14.  Councilor Pepin moved to accept the minutes as 
recorded.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Tapscott and passed unanimously. 

COMMENTS BY VISITORS. 

Harold Guptill, 21 Tates Brook Road, Ward 2, said he appreciates the opportunity to address the 
Council regarding his interest in serving in the vacant City Council At Large seat. He has been 
around Somersworth for 25 years serving at Tri-City Covenant Church, his family relocated here 
in 2002, and in 2013 they relocated their family business, Hampshire Pewter, to Route 108.  It is 
their goal to increase sales and their work force with local people.  Prior to owning Hampshire 
Pewter, he held various management positions.  He has the ability to work with other people with 
a spirit of compromise as well as having the ability to make some very difficult decisions as 
needed.  He expressed his sincere appreciation and desire to serve the citizens of Somersworth.  
It would be his goal to work collaboratively with each of you in order to advance our City and 
faithfully serve our fellow citizens.  He wholeheartedly believes in the City of Somersworth and 
our great fellow citizens. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY COUNCILORS. 

Councilor Hebert said he recently attended a Historic District Commission meeting.  He 
provided to all Councilors a page regarding three signs that the Commission members would like 
the City to pay for.  The three signs would be for the imminent area of the Historic District.  One 
would be at the junction of Main, Market and High Streets, one on Washington Street, and one at 
the intersection of Washington and High Streets to begin with.  He feels this is important because 
a lot of people who come to the City do not know where the historic section is.  The sign was 
designed by the Commission members.   
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Councilor Hebert said this is for the Council’s observation and perhaps at the next meeting they 
can give him an idea of whether or not this is something they would consider.  This probably 
wouldn’t be very expensive and he feels this is something the HDC should be helped with. 

Councilor Witham referenced the presentation by Rev. Rideout at the last meeting about the 
Somersworth Rollinsford Prevention Coalition.  The breakfast meeting we were invited to attend 
will take place on Friday, 2/14/14 at 8:00 a.m. at the Somersworth High School Career Technical 
Center.  RSVP is required by 2/07/14.  

MAYOR’S REPORT. 

Mayor Hilliard said as we continue to grow as a community and our local economy flourishes, 
our commitment to open space and sustainability must become unquestionable.  He therefore 
requests that City Manager Bob Belmore and Director of Development Services David Sharples 
explore the feasibility of creating a downtown park and open green space where the old Police 
Station was located.  He will report the findings to Council and he is hopeful that he will bring 
forth some legislation for consideration on a first reading by the end of the month. 

Mayor Hilliard said he attended Lillian Roberge’s 100th birthday party on Saturday.  He admires 
Lillian’s wit, energy and humor.  In honor of Lillian he proclaimed Saturday February 1st Lillian 
Roberge day within our community. 

Councilor Soldati moved to suspend rule 7 of Council Rules & Regulations (Order of Business) 
and that the City Council act on filling the At Large vacancy at this time.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilor Witham and passed 8-0. 

NOMINATIONS TO FILL CITY COUNCIL AT LARGE SEAT. 

Councilor Witham moved that all nominations be brought forward for consideration.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilor Tapscott and passed 8-0. 

Councilor McCallion thanked everybody that put their name in for the position.  This is not an 
easy decision for the Councilors to make.  He nominated Harold Guptill. 

Councilor Tapscott agreed with this nomination. 

Councilor Witham said he thought long and hard about this.  He nominated Sean Collins.   

Councilors Sprague and Soldati agreed with with this nomination. 

Following roll call vote of the Council, Sean Collins received a majority of the votes to fill the 
position of City Council At Large until the State Election in September, at which time a Special 
Municipal Election will be held to fill the position for the rest of the term.   
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Mayor Hilliard called for a 5 minute recess to allow the City Clerk to administer the oath of 
office to Sean Collins.   Mr. Collins then took his place as City Councilor At Large. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

Councilor Witham reported this Committee met on 1/29/14 at 4:30 p.m.  All Committee 
members were present, as well as City Manager Belmore, Finance Director Smith, and Deputy 
Clerk Brelis.  The following items were discussed: 

• Draft Water Ordinance was reviewed from a fee schedule perspective.  Committee voted 
to endorse the ordinance 4-0. 

• City Ordinance Chapter 4, Personnel Rules and Regulations – relative to Compensation 
Schedule, and Health/Dental Insurance Premiums.  City Manager Belmore outlined the 
advantages to early determination of the changes to Chapter 4 which address non-union 
wage benefits and insurance, especially concerning the upcoming tax cap.  After general 
discussion, Committee voted 4-0 to forward Ordinance 9-14 and Ordinance 10-14 to the 
full Council. 

• Reporting – Discussion ensued in terms of how often City Council should receive 
updated financial reports.  Councilor Soldati said she would like to see a monthly report.  
Councilor Sprague agreed.  Councilor Witham said he will work with City staff to 
orchestrate this.  There will be more on this as they work it out. 

• Resolution 27-14 regarding Council providing guidance for budget preparation in 
accordance with the tax and spending cap.  Regarding the definition of CPI-Urban, the 
Committee voted 4-0 to go with an average as calculated on a December through 
December basis.  This is in line with what other communities have done.  Regarding 
increases or decreases in State Education Tax or County Tax, it was voted 4-0 that the 
School will shall adjust for State Education Tax and the City will adjust for County Tax.    
They also discussed the timing of notifications by the City and School.  The Committee 
voted 4-0 to forward Resolution 27-14 to the full Council. 

• Discussed manufactured housing units.  They will look at this in greater detail moving 
forward. 

Mayor Hilliard stated that rule 8 of Council Rules & Regulations specifies that a resolution must 
be filed with the City Clerk by Wednesday at noon to be considered.  He will seek a motion to 
suspend the rules on this in order to place Resolution 27-14 under New Business tonight. 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE. 

Councilor Soldati said this Committee will be meeting on Friday, 2/07/14 at 4:00 p.m.  She 
indicated that the new Councilor, Sean Collins is on this Committee. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 

Councilor McCallion said they have not met since the last Council meeting. 

PUBLIC SAFETY. 

Councilor Pepin said they will be meeting on 2/04/14 at 8:00 a.m. 

PUBLIC WORKS & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE. 

Councilor Sprague said this Committee met on 1/29/13 at 3:30 p.m.  They discussed the 
following items: 

• Talked about the Water Ordinance, which is put forward tonight for first reading.  It is a 
fairly large instrument and will replace the water tariff we presently have.  The 
Committee voted 3-1 to send it to full Council. 

• They were briefed by the City Manager about an engineering study for $4,500 to look at 
the wells we have on Rocky Hill Road.  Will be moving forward with Wright-Pierce 
Engineering.  We will be looking at whether or not these wells can be used as a 
secondary water supply.  If not, they will be abandoned. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE. 

Councilor Pepin indicated this Committee will be meeting tomorrow, 2/04/14 at 9:00 a.m. 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES. 

VISION 2020 COMMITTEE. 

Councilor Witham announced this Committee will meet on 2/12/14 at 4:00 p.m. 

COAST BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

Councilor Pepin reported he attended a meeting of this Board on 1/22/14 at 8:00 a.m.  They 
discussed the following: 

• Increase of fees on the Clipper Connection (Portsmouth Naval Shipyard and Pease 
Tradeport).  The cost is $120 per month and they are considering increasing it to $130.  
PNSY workers get vouchers for this.  They are trying to be competitive.  They also talked 
about trying to get this information out to Shipyard workers as a benefit to them.  
COAST cannot advertise at the Shipyard, so it is done through public relations.  He 
wondered if we could post something on our web site about transportation, actually 
listing the COAST bus routes for this area.   

• They approved their municipal fund request budget.  Like everything else, it ended up 
with an increase.   



5 
 

SCHOOL BOARD. 

Councilor Pepin reported he attended a School Board Workshop on 1/23/14 and a School Board 
Meeting afterwards.  The School Board would like to have guidance on the bond issue in the 
very near future.  They will need direction from the City Council on whether or not this amount 
will be part of the tax cap.  

Councilor Pepin said he was given a copy of their budget as of 1/17/14 and he provided a copy to 
all Councilors.   

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT. 

  
  TO:  Mayor Dana Hilliard and City Council Members 

 FROM: Robert M. Belmore, City Manager 

 DATE: Friday, January 31, 2014 

 SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report for Monday, February 3, 2014 

   City Council Agenda 

  

5:30 p.m.- City Council Workshop 

 Re: Downtown Project with HTA Project Engineers & VHB Engineer 

 Powerpoint Presentation is Attached 

New Business (under Section 14 of Agenda) 

Ordinances: 

A. Ordinance No. 8-14 Add New Chapter 32, Water Ordinance. City staff has been 
working with the Public Works & Environment Committee for several months over 
the last year on this “Draft” Ordinance.  Recently, the Public Works & Environment 
& Finance Committees discussed the “Draft” Ordinance that would replace the 
current water tariff and both Committees have forwarded it to the full Council for 
consideration.  City staff surveyed other NH communities in regards to their Water 

CITY OF SOMERSWORTH 

Office of the City Manager 
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Ordinance fees, charges and language.  Committee Councilors offered further 
changes as well as City Attorney, Laura Spector-Morgan, Esq.  The product before 
you is the result of all this work.  I recommend a Public Hearing prior to the next 
regular Council meeting on Tuesday, February 18th, at 6:45 p.m. 
 

B. Ordinance No. 9-14 Amending Chapter 4, Personnel Rules & Regulations, 
Compensation Schedule.  My recommendations outlined in Ordinance No. 9-14 
and Ordinance No. 10-14 are supported by the Finance Committee.  These changes 
are consistent with changes ratified by City Council for three (3) of our City Unions 
over the last series of negotiations. 

 

C. Ordinance No. 10-14 Amending Chapter 4, Personnel Rules & Regulations, 
Section 11.3 Titled “Health Insurance.” The Finance Committee is sponsoring 
these Ordinance changes. The Government Operations Committee will discuss them 
at their upcoming meeting on Friday, February 7th.   By passage of this Resolution 
the City Council is increasing the employee’s contribution to the health insurance 
premiums by 1.5%, the HMO-type plan shall be adjusted form the current employee 
provided plan (MTB5 Rx 1/3/15) to the MTB5 Rx 10/20/45, such change is 
comparable to current union agreements. 
The language for opt out provision to health insurance coverage shall increase the 
amount form $3,500 to $5,000 annually in lieu of health insurance coverage, and 
includes language to protect the City in the event the Affordable Care Act creates 
penalties or assessment to the employer if employees accept said buy out. 

Other: 

A. Tax Cap Considerations:  The Finance Committee Recommends the City 
Council Vote to Ratify the following City Charter Tax Cap guidelines 

1. National Consumer Price Index – Urban. Vote to Use the Annual Percentage 
Change of CPI Urban, Subject to an Annual City Council Review. 

2. County Tax/School Education Tax for the Purpose of Budget Submittal by 
City Manager. Vote that the School Dept./School Board shall Adjust the School 
Budget for Increases and Decreases in the State Education Tax; and, the City will 
Adjust the City Budget for Increases and Decreases in the County Tax, Subject to 
an Annual City Council Review. 

3. Timing. Vote that the City Manager shall Notify the School Dept./School Board 
by February 1st of each Year of the Maximum Permitted School Tax Levy the 
City Manager Intends to Include in the City Manager’s Proposed Budget.  The 
School Dept./School Board shall Notify the City Manager by March 1st each 
Year of the Estimated Non-Property Tax Revenues and Final Spending Amount 
for the School Dept./School Board for Inclusion in the Budget. 

 

City Manager’s Items (under section 10 of Agenda)  

A. Information Items: 
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1. City Council Annual Goal Session.  Attached is a meeting outline for the Goal 
Session to be held next week, on Thursday, February 13th. 

2. TE Grant.  Attached is a memorandum from Director Sharples regarding the TE 
Grant’s notice to proceed, received from New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation.  I recommend Council consider a workshop with VHB project 
engineer Greg Bakos and landscape architect Jean Garbier on Wednesday, 
February 19th at 5:00 p.m. (the preferred date) or prior to the regular Council 
meeting scheduled for Monday, March 3rd at 5:30 p.m. 

3. Somersworth/Berwick Bridge. Attached is a memorandum with an update on 
the project.  Maine DOT received three (3) bids and they have awarded the 
project to Wyman & Simpson of Richmond, Maine. 

4. Internship Programs.  I am pleased to report that I have approved another UNH 
student internship at City Hall.  Elizabeth Parent will be working in our 
Recreation Office on projects outlined in the attached memorandum. 
 

B. Attachments: 
 
1. City Manager letter to NH Fish & Game Re:  Willand Pond Hunting Prohibited 
2. Historic District logo – Signage Design from Commissioner of HDC 
3. HTA Downtown Project Powerpoint Presentation 
4. Memorandum from Director Sharples Re: Sewer Better Assessment 

 
Mayor Hilliard indicated that without objection from Council he will schedule the public hearing 
on Ordinance 8-14 for 2/18/14 at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Mayor Hilliard indicated that without objection from Council he will schedule the presentation 
by VHB on 2/19/14 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
NOMINATIONS, APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS. 
 

• Mayoral appointment to Sustainability Committee – Angela Ficco, term to expire 2/2016. 
This appointment does not require approval of City Council. 

 
• Nomination to Zoning Board of Adjustment as a Regular Member – Donald Routhier, 

term to expire 4/2017.  The nomination will be voted on at the next meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS. 
 
Councilor Tapscott moved to suspend the rules in order to have Ordinance No. 8-14 read by title 
only.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Witham and carried unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 8-14 ADD NEW CHAPTER 32, WATER ORDINANCE. 

       Somersworth, NH 
       February 3, 2014 
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BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOMERSWORTH THAT 
the Ordinances of the City of Somersworth, as amended, be further amended as follows: 

ADD new Chapter 32, Water Ordinance: 

City of Somersworth 

Water Ordinance 

(Adopted in place of Water Works Tariff) 

CHAPTER 32 

WATER ORDINANCE 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

This Ordinance of the City of Somersworth has been adopted by the S o m e r s w o r t h  C i t y  
C o u n c i l ,  pursuant to authority vested in them by the New Hampshire Legislature and the City 
Charter.  This Ordinance will be administered by the City’s Department of Public Works, Water 
Division (the “Utility”). 
 

The Ordinance of the Utility, which includes by reference the rates and fees charged by the 
Utility, and a variety of other arrangements, requirements, and conditions governing the Utility’s 
operations, are designed to set forth reasonable uniform practices for the management of the Utility’s 
water system and for the governance of the Utility’s relationship with its customers.  The Utility 
encourages its customers to become familiar with the Ordinance; the Utility will make every effort 
to make the Ordinance available to all customers upon reasonable request and will also place the 
Ordinance on the website. 
 

While the Somersworth City Council  has ultimate responsibility for establishing the 
Ordinance of the Utility, the Director of Public Works shall have immediate control and 
management of the Utility under the general supervision and direction of the City Manager, who 
reports to the City Council.  The Somersworth Finance Director, who reports to the City 
Manager, will be responsible for Utility  billing and collections.  
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SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS 

1. “Abutter” shall mean one whose property abuts, is contiguous to, or joins at the border or 
boundary of a public right-of-way in which a Main Pipe is to be or has been installed. 

2. “Backflow” refer to definition in Section 6. 
3. “Backflow Prevention Device” refer to definition in Section 6. 
4. “Bypass” shall mean the pipe extended around the meter from and to the Service Pipe 

through which the Utility may provide service to the Customer while the meter is out of 
service. 

5. “Cross Connection” refer to definition in Section 6. 
6. “Curb Stop/Curb Shut Off” shall mean the valve owned and maintained by the Utility, 

normally located at or adjacent to the Customer’s property line, which the Utility alone may 
use to turn on or Shut Off service to the Premises. 

7. “Customer” shall mean any individual, partnership, firm, association, corporation, city 
government, or governmental division owning or having an interest in property to which the 
Utility supplies service. 

8. “Customer Unit” shall mean the occupancy to which meter rates shown herein shall be 
separately applied. 

9. “Main Pipe” shall mean the Utility’s supply pipe from which service connections are made 
to supply water to Customers. 

10. “Radio Transmitter” shall mean the device placed by the Utility on the outside surface of 
the Customer’s Premises permitting the Utility to obtain a meter reading without entering 
the Premises, to include externally or internally mounted radio transmitters. 

11. “Petitioner” shall mean the owner or duly authorized agent of the owner of real property 
who is requesting Main Pipe extension for any purpose. 

12. “Premises” shall mean the Customer’s property or building(s) thereon to which service is 
provided. 

13. “Private Fire Protection” shall mean private water service located on the Premises, 
including fire sprinklers, hose lines, and hydrants, connected to, or served by, the Utility 
system to provide water for extinguishing purposes. 

14. “Private Meters” shall mean additional non-Utility owned meters monitoring service to a 
portion of the Customer’s Premises. 

15. “Rate and Fee Schedule” shall mean those rates, fees, and charges set by the Somersworth 
City Council. 

16. “Regular Working Hours” shall mean the hours, Monday through Friday, excluding 
holidays, during which time the Utility is normally open for business. 

17. “Service Pipe” shall mean the pipe running from the Main Pipe into the Customer’s 
Premises. 

18. “Shut Off” shall mean the valve owned and maintained by the Customer, located within the 
Customer’s Premises or on Customer’s property, which may be used to turn on or off 
service to the Premises. 

19. “Utility” shall mean the City of Somersworth’s Department of Public Works, Water 
Division. 

20. “Utility Specifications” shall mean those construction guidelines, approved products, 
policies and practices of the Utility 

21.  “Meter Vault” shall mean an underground watertight/waterproof structure approved by the 
Utility that houses the water meter and other devices as necessary.  The meter vault shall be 
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of sufficient dimensions to allow safe access for maintenance of the meter and other 
devices.   

 

SECTION 2: APPLICABILITY, TERMS, AND CONDITIONS 

1.  The City of Somersworth’s Department of Public Works, Water Division, is responsible for 
the production and delivery of potable water for consumption and fire protection.  It is 
regulated by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, and the US 
Environmental Protection Agency.  

2.  This Ordinance applies to all Customers served by the Utility upon adoption of this Ordinance 
and to any connections made thereafter,  which includes areas within the City of 
Somersworth; Sunningdale Condominiums, Kelwyn Park, and Janco, Inc., in Rollinsford; 
Varney Road and Blackwater Road in Dover; and any future franchise expansions.  This 
listing of service areas may be modified from time to time as appropriate and requires City 
Council approval.    Wholesale service shall be per the terms of individual inter-municipal 
agreements subject to the approval of the City Council.  

SECTION 3: APPLICATION FOR SERVICE AND CONNECTION FEE AND COSTS 

1.  Procedure. 

a. Applications for new service shall be made in person by the Customer or a duly 
authorized agent at the office of the Utility. 

b. Each application shall be accompanied by an application fee and completed service 
application data form, identifying each plumbing fixture and estimates of flow and 
peak demand as may be requested by the Utility for which service will be required.  
At the discretion of the Utility, this information may be provided in a letter signed by 
the Customer’s architect or engineer. 

c. The Utility shall review the service data to determine whether it has sufficient 
capacity to provide adequate water service to the Customer. 

 

2.  Determination. 

a. If the Utility determines that it does not or will not have sufficient capacity to serve, it 
shall not be obligated to provide the service.  The Utility may, at its option and 
discretion, enter into such agreements with applicants to make readiness to serve 
improvements at Customer’s expense. 

b. If the Utility determines that it has sufficient capacity to provide adequate water 
service, the Utility will approve the service and assess a connection fee.  The 
connection fee will consist of the following components: labor and material charges 
related to the work components of connecting to the Main Pipe and a Capacity Use 
Surcharge (if applicable). 
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c. Service shall not be provided until all required deposits or payments have been made 
by the Customer. 

 

3.  Change of Use in a Commercial or Industrial Customer Unit. 

a.   Upon the change of use  in a commercial or industrial Customer Unit, the Customer 
shall be required to reapply and to submit revised service data to the Utility, and shall 
conform to all Utility regulations governing new installations. 

SECTION 4: SERVICE PIPE 

1.  All public and private service pipes and mains shall be under the regulation of the Utility and 
be installed and maintained according the standards set by the Utility. 

a. Installation, Ownership, and Maintenance. 
The Service Pipe as it extends from the Main Pipe and Curb Stop located within the 
limits of the public right-of-way or Utility easement shall be installed, owned, and 
maintained by the Utility.  The Customer may, subject to prior written approval and 
inspection by the Utility, install the Utility’s portion of the Service Pipe.  The Service 
Pipe from the Curb Stop into the Premises shall be owned by the Customer and 
installed and maintained at Customer’s expense. 

 

In the event the City makes improvements to infrastructure (i.e. Road, Drainage, 
Water, Sewer, etc.) in the location of a customer’s service pipe, and it is determined 
by the City that the service pipe must be replaced in the best interest of the project, 
the City reserves the right to require the Customer to replace the service pipe at the 
Customer’s expense by a date determined by the City The City shall provide 
reasonable time for the Customer to relocate the service. 

The Customer retains ownership and maintenance responsibility for the 
relocated/replaced service pipe. 

b.  Connection. 

Only the Utility or its duly authorized agents shall install, maintain, or repair any 
Service Pipe connection to a Main Pipe.  Such connections shall be made only from 
the street which is the legal address of the Premises served, unless otherwise 
authorized in writing by the Utility. 

c.  Installation Specifications. 
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i. The Customer’s portion of a Service Pipe shall be installed in accordance with 
Utility Specifications.  It shall be composed of a material which is acceptable to 
the Utility and the installation and pipe shall be in conformance with good 
engineering practices and in accord the requirements of law. 

ii. The Service Pipe shall be no less than three quarter (3/4) inch diameter, and 
shall have a minimum ground cover of five (5) feet unless authorized in writing 
by the Utility. 

iii. The domestic water service shall not share a shut off valve with any fire 
suppression system.  Both systems must be individually isolated, valved, and 
supplied from outside any building. 

 

d. Installation Period. 

The Utility’s portion of a Service Pipe shall be installed during the period of mid-
April to mid-November as frost and weather conditions permit.  In an emergency and 
upon the Customer’s request, the City Manager, at his/her sole discretion, and in 
compliance with applicable ordinances, may authorize the Utility to permit service 
installation or repair during winter months. 

 

e.  Service. 

i. Customer shall be provided service through only one Utility owned Service 
Pipe and Curb Stop/Curb Shut Off per legally subdivided lot.  Customer may 
at Customer’s own expense separately meter individual buildings and tenants 
as Customer determines. 

ii. When an existing Customer has more than one service line per legally 
subdivided lot, the Utility reserves the right to reduce the number of service 
lines provided to one, as part of any conversion of use, renovation or other 
changes in condition requiring a building permit. 

iii. Where more than one Customer is currently provided service through one 
Service Pipe and Curb Stop/Curb Shut Off, any violation of Utility regulations 
by one or more Customer(s) so serviced shall be deemed a violation by all, 
and the Utility may take such action against all such Customers as could be 
taken against a single Customer.  The Utility shall make reasonable efforts to 
advise all Customers served by the common Service Pipe and Curb Stop of 
the violation and, where appropriate given an opportunity to cure the 
violation.  
 

f.  Joint Use of Service Pipe Trench. 

Joint use of a Service Pipe trench with gas pipe, sewer pipe or other Utility service 
shall only be performed in accord with Utility Specifications.  No service pipes shall 
be laid in the same trench with a gas pipe, a sewer pipe, or any other utility, nor 



13 
 

within three (3) feet of any open excavation or vault.  In all cases, the Utility may 
adhere to and adopt as part of its specifications any standards set forth by regional, 
governing, or industry bodies which represent better management practices and 
stricter safety and reliability procedures. 

g. Shut Offs. 

The Customer shall install and maintain on that portion of the Service Pipe located on 
or within the Premises served, two (2) Shut Offs - one on either side of the meter.  
The Shut Offs shall be of a type acceptable to the Utility.  The Utility may use the 
Shut Off for service, maintenance, and other purposes. 

h. Thawing. 

The Customer shall be responsible for thawing Customer’s portion of the Service 
Pipe.  When it becomes necessary to thaw a frozen service pipe, and it cannot be 
determined where it is frozen, and the Utility, at the customer’s request, undertakes to 
thaw the same, the total cost thereof shall be paid by the customer.  The Utility 
representative will give instructions to prevent further freezing.  Service pipes with a 
history of freeze-up without effective remediation may be directed by the Utility to be 
replaced so as to prevent further freezing. 

i.  Allocation of Responsibilities. 

i. Installation.  
Installation by the Utility of its portion of a Service Pipe shall be at the 
Customer’s expense.  If the Customer elects and the Utility allows the 
Customer to install the Utility’s portion of the Service Pipe, inspection by the 
Utility shall be at the Customer’s expense. 

ii. Reinstallation.  
Reinstallation of the Utility’s portion of the Service Pipe which, in the opinion 
of the Utility, is required due to increased demand within the Customer’s 
Premises shall be performed by the Utility at the Customer’s expense. 

iii. Relocation.  
Any relocation or replacement of the Customer’s portion of the Service Pipe 
shall be approved by the Utility and performed at the Customer’s expense. 

iv. Installation during Winter Months.  
Ordinarily no new service pipes or extensions of mains will be installed 
during winter conditions (when frost is in the ground, but no later than the 
fifteenth day of November) unless the customer shall defray all extra expense 
occasioned by such installation, and such work is in compliance with all other 
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City ordinances.  Any Customer requesting emergency service installation 
during winter months shall pay all extra expenses incurred by the Utility due 
to frost and weather conditions, including maintenance of the excavation until 
final paving is installed.  

v. Temporary service is one installed to any building or trailer not placed on a 
permanent foundation, or to a garden or for other temporary use, unless for the 
exclusive use of the Utility.  The whole cost of installation from the nearest 
available main, and maintenance, shall be at customers expense.  

 

SECTION 5: PRIVATE MAINS, PLUMBING, AND TANKS 

1. Private Mains. 
The Utility recognizes that there exists within its service area water lines servicing multiple 
Utility Customers that were installed by private parties, are not within the public right of way 
easement area, and are not maintained by the Utility.  Customers shall maintain private mains 
in good repair and cooperate and coordinate with the Utility as may be necessary to ensure 
that the requirements of this ordinance and the delivery of potable water to Utility’s 
Customers are met. 

2. Maintenance of Plumbing. 
Customers shall maintain the plumbing and fixtures within their own premises in good repair, 
free from leaks and protected from freezing, at their own expense; and for failure to do so 
service may be disconnected.  Any relocation of the service pipe on customers premises due 
to change in grade, relocation of grade or otherwise shall be at the customer's expense, and in 
no event shall the Utility be responsible for any damage done by water escaping therefrom. 

3.   Hot Water Tanks. 

All customers having direct pressure hot water tanks or appliances must place proper 
automatic vacuum and relief valves and/or an expansion tank and/or a pressure-reducing 
valve in the pipe system to prevent any damage to such tanks or appliances should it become 
necessary to shut off the water on the main pipe or service pipe.  Service will be provided to 
such direct pressure installations only at the customer's risk and in no case will the Utility be 
liable for any damage occasioned thereby.  The Utility shall not be responsible for any 
damage caused by the Customer’s failure to provide an appropriate thermal expansion device 
or pressure relief valve. 

4.  Fees and Expenses. 

All fees and expenses associated with private mains, plumbing, fixtures or other 
appurtenances shall be Customer’s responsibility. 

SECTION 6: BACKFLOW PREVENTION 
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1.  Purpose of the Backflow Prevention Program – Cross-connections between water supplies 
and non-potable sources of contamination represent one of the most significant threats to 
health in the water supply industry.  This program is designed to maintain the safety and 
potability of the water in the Utility’s system by establishing rules and procedures to control 
cross-connection situations and to prevent the contamination of public drinking waters by the 
backflow of water or other liquids, mixtures or substances into the distributing system from a 
source or sources other than its intended source.  This section is intended to conform to the 
regulations promulgated by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.  The 
attention of all concerned parties is directed to those regulations. 

2.  As used in this section, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

a. BACKFLOW: The flow of water or other foreign liquids, gases or other substances 
into the distribution system of a public water supply from any source other than the 
intended source. 

b. BACKFLOW PREVENTER/PREVENTION DEVICE:   a device or means designed 
to prevent backflow or backsiphonage. 

c. BACKFLOW PREVENTERS: 
i. AIR GAP – A physical separation sufficient to prevent backflow between the 

free-flowing discharge end of the table water system and any other system. 
ii. ATMOSPHERIC  VACUUM  BREAKER  –  A  device  that  prevents  back  

siphonage  by  creating  an atmospheric vent where there is either a negative 
pressure or sub-atmospheric pressure in a water system. 

iii. BACKFLOW PREVENTER WITH INTERMEDIATE ATMOSPHERIC 
VENT – A device having two (2) check-valves separated by an atmospheric 
vent. 

iv. DOUBLE CHECK VALVE – A device having two (2) spring-loaded, 
bronzed-faced-with-rubber-disc check halves, with shutoff valves and test 
cocks for periodic testing. 

v. HOSE BIB VACUUM BREAKER – A device that is permanently attached to 
a hose bib and which acts as an atmospheric vacuum breaker. 

vi. PRESSURE VACUUM BREAKER – A device containing a spring-loaded 
check valve and a spring-loaded atmospheric vent that opens when pressure 
approaches atmospheric. 

vii. REDUCED PRESSURE-PRINCIPLE BACKFLOW PREVENTER – An 
assembly of check valves and a reduced pressure zone that spills water to the 
atmosphere in the event of failure of the valves.  It has valves and fittings that 
allow the device to be tested. 

viii. BACK SIPHONAGE: Backflow resulting from negative or less than 
atmospheric pressure in the water system. 

ix. BACK PRESSURE: A condition in which the customer’s system pressure is 
greater than the Utility’s system pressure. 

d. NH DES: The State of New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. 
e. CONTAINMENT: A method of backflow prevention that requires a backflow 

preventer at the water service entrance. 
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f. CROSS-CONNECTION: Any actual or potential physical connection or arrangement 
between two (2) otherwise separate systems, one of which contains potable water and 
the other of which contains water of unknown or questionable safety and/or steam, 
chemicals, gases or other contaminants whereby there may be a flow of an 
unapproved water to a water supply. 

 

g. CROSS-CONNECTION CONTROL: In compliance and in conjunction with the 
New Hampshire Code of Administrative Rules the Utility will publish an established 
set of rules and initiate a cross-connection control program to protect the public water 
supply system.  No cross- connection within the system will be allowed unless 
protected by an approved backflow preventer commensurate with the degree of 
potential hazard.  All such devices shall be located at the water service entrance and 
all water consumption within the premises shall pass through the protective device.  
The Utility is furthered empowered to establish and collect certain fees and charges 
associated with the inspection and testing of premises and devices.  

h. CUSTOMER:  Any individual, partnership, firm, association, corporation, city 
government, or governmental division owning or having an interest in property to 
which the Utility supplies service. 

i. FIXTURE ISOLATION: A method of backflow prevention in which a backflow 
preventer is located to correct a cross-connection at an in-plant unit rather than at the 
water service entrance. 

j. PERMIT: A document issued by the Utility that allows the use of a backflow 
preventer. 

k. RESIDENTIAL DUAL CHECK: An assembly of two (2) spring-loaded, 
independently operating check valves without tightly closing shut-off valves and test 
cocks.  Generally employed immediately downstream of the water meter to act as a 
containment device.   

l. UTILITY:  City of Somersworth’s Department of Public Works, Water Division 
m. WATER SERVICE ENTRANCE: That point in the Customer’s water system beyond 

the sanitary control of the Utility.  This will ordinarily be the curb stop at the property 
line and will always be before any unprotected branch. 

 

3.  Residential Properties 

a. All new residential buildings will be required to install a residential dual check device 
immediately downstream of the water meter.  The cost of which will be included in 
the initial connection fee. 
 

b.  Installation of a residential dual check device on existing service lines, on a retrofit 
basis, will be instituted at a time and at the cost to the homeowner as deemed 
necessary by the Utility.   
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c. The Utility reserves the right to require multi-family residential properties to have 
installed on their property an approved backflow prevention device at each 
connection to the premises depending on the degree of hazard.  The degree of hazard 
shall be determined by the Utility.   
 

d. Customers having new swimming pool installations shall install a backflow preventer 
at the nearest sill-cock used for pool use before any permit shall be issued.  
Customers with existing pools shall install a backflow preventer within fourteen (14) 
days of being notified by the Utility, that one is required.  This regulation shall apply 
to both inground and aboveground installations. 
 

e. Customers having outside irrigation systems shall install a backflow preventer on that 
line if it branches before any other preventer. 
 

f. Customers have fourteen (14) days to take action when notified by the Utility of a 
requirement.  Failure to comply will result in immediate termination of services.   

 

4. Commercial and Industrial Properties: 
a. The Customer shall be responsible for the elimination, prevention and protection of a 

cross-connection on his/her premises.  Commercial and Industrial Customers are 
required, according to regulation, to have one or more backflow prevention devices 
installed and shall assume the responsibilities as contained in these regulations. 

 

b. Degree of Hazard - The Utility recognizes the difference in the threat to the public 
water system arising from different types of cross-connection.  All threats will be 
classified by degree of hazard as determined by the Utility, and will require the 
installation of approved backflow prevention devices. The Degree of Hazard will be 
determined by the Utility according to NH DES regulations.  

i. High degree of hazard - if a backflow were to occur, the resulting effect on the 
potable water supply could cause illness or death if the water thus 
contaminated were consumed by humans. The unwanted substance may be 
toxic to humans either from a chemical, bacteriological, or radiological 
standpoint. The effects of the contaminants can result from short or long-term 
exposure.  In High Hazard situations, a high hazard device must be installed 
and the preventer device is required to be tested semi-annually.   

ii. Low degree of hazard - if backflow were to occur, the resulting effect on the 
potable water supply would be a change in its aesthetic qualities only and the 
unwanted substance is non-toxic to humans.  In Low Hazard situations, a low 
hazard or high hazard device can be installed and the preventer device is 
required to be tested annually.   
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iii. In cases where a “low risk” hazard is being protected by a high hazard device, 
at the request of the customer, the Utility may elect to modify the inspection 
requirements. 

 

c. The Customer shall allow his/her commercial or industrial property to be inspected 
for possible cross connection and shall follow the provisions of the Utility’s program 
and the NH DES regulations if a cross-connection is permitted. 

 

d. The Customer shall, at his/her expense, install and maintain any backflow preventer 
on his/her premises.   

 

e. The Customer shall install the backflow preventer in a manner approved by the 
Utility.  The Backflow prevention device shall be installed on the Service Pipe 
immediately after metering or bypass assemblies, but in all cases before the first 
branch line leading off the Service Pipe.  All water entering the Premises shall pass 
through the protective device in accordance with Utility Specifications. 

 

f. The Customer shall, in accordance with Utility Specifications, periodically allow the 
Utility or its designated agent to inspect and test the Backflow Prevention Device. 

 

g. The Customer shall be responsible for the payment of all fees for permit(s), testing or 
retesting in the case a device fails to operate correctly, and re-inspections for 
noncompliance with the Utility or NH DES rules and regulations.   

 

h. The Customer shall correct, within the allowable time, any malfunctions or failures of 
the backflow prevention device that may be revealed by periodic testing.  This shall 
include the replacement of parts or the replacement of the backflow preventer if 
deemed necessary by the Utility.   

 

i. The Customer shall maintain a permit on location for each device owned and 
operated at the premises.  

 

j. Any existing backflow prevention devices shall be allowed by the Utility to continue 
in service unless the degree of hazard is such as to supersede the effectiveness of the 
present backflow preventer or result in an unreasonable risk to the public health. 

 

k. The Customer shall disclose to the Utility any new, proposed or modified cross-
connection and also any existing cross-connection of which the owner is aware but 
has not been found by the Utility.   



19 
 

 

l. Any Customer having a private well or other private water source must have a permit 
if the well or source is cross-connected to the Utility’s system, and permission to 
cross-connect may be denied by the Utility.  The customer shall be required to have a 
backflow preventer at the service entrance if a private water source is maintained, 
even if it is not cross-connected to the Utility’s system. 

 

m. The Customer shall not install a bypass around any backflow preventer unless there is 
a backflow preventer on the bypass.  Customers who cannot shut down operation for 
testing must supply the additional devices necessary to allow testing to take place. 

 

n. If the Customer installs plumbing to provide potable water for domestic purposes, 
which is on the  Utility’s side of the backflow preventer such plumbing must have its 
own backflow preventer or individual fixture isolation. 

 

o. No interconnections with other systems shall be made unless said secondary source 
satisfies in all respects of the NH DES New Hampshire Code of Administrative 
Rules, Part WS- 314, and other State and Local Laws and Regulations pertaining 
thereto. 

 

6. Responsibility of the Utility: 
a. The Utility will operate a cross-connection control program, including keeping 

necessary records, which fulfills the requirements of the NH DES. 
 

b. The Utility will not allow any cross-connection to remain unless it is protected by an 
approved backflow preventer for which a permit has been issued and which is 
regularly tested and operates satisfactorily. 

 

c. For premises existing prior to the start of this program, the Utility will perform 
evaluations and inspections of plans or premises and inform the customer, by letter, 
of any correction deemed necessary, the method of making the correction and the 
time allowed for the correction to be made.  Ordinarily, thirty (30) days will be 
allowed. 

 

d. The Utility shall inform the customer by letter of any failure to comply by the time of 
the first re-inspection.  The Utility will allow an additional fifteen (15) days for the 
correction.  If there is a failure to comply with the needed correction by the time of 
the second re-inspection, the Utility shall inform the customer, by letter, that the 
water service to the customer’s premises will be terminated within a period not to 
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exceed five (5) days.  A copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Health Officer and 
Code Enforcement Department.  If the customer informs the Utility of extenuating 
circumstances as to why the correction has not been made, extensions to these time 
periods may be granted by the Utility, but in no case shall exceed an additional thirty 
(30) days. 

 

e. If the Utility determines at any time that a serious threat to the public health exists, 
service shall be terminated immediately. 

 

f. The Utility shall inspect premises to determine the nature of existing hazards and 
corrections to be made.  The Utility shall re-inspect each premise at the time of permit 
renewal or every five (5) years. 

 

g. The Utility shall have on its staff a person who is a certified backflow prevention 
device tester and who is responsive for the implementation of this program. 

 

h. Permits 

i. Cross-connection permits are required for each backflow prevention device 
and are secured from the Utility.  

ii. The permit shall contain the information required in this regulation. 
iii. Permits shall be renewed every five (5) years and are nontransferable.  

Permits are subject to revocation for cause by the Utility and become 
immediately revoked if the customer should so change the type of cross-
connection or degree of hazard associated with the service. 

 

i.  Testing. 

i. Backflow prevention devices shall be inspected and tested  semiannually in 
the case of a high risk threats, or annually in the case of low risk threats and at 
the request of the Customer. 

ii. Periodic testing shall be performed by the Utility’s certified inspector or a 
qualified contracted inspector as determined by the Utility.  The Customer 
shall be responsible for the cost of periodic testing at an amount set by the 
Somersworth City Council. 

iii. The testing shall be accomplished during the Utility’s regular business hours.  
Exceptions to this, when at the request of the customer, may require additional 
charges to cover increased costs to the Utility. 

iv. Any backflow preventer that fails during a periodic test will be repaired or 
replaced by the customer.  Certain high-hazard situations will not be allowed 
to continue unprotected if the backflow preventer fails the test and cannot be 
repaired immediately.  Parallel installation of two (2) devices is an effective 
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means of the customer censuring uninterrupted water service during testing or 
repair of devices and is recommended strongly when the owner desires such 
continuity. 

 

j. Records and reports shall be kept as follows:  

i. Master files on customer inspections 
ii. Master files on cross-connection permits 

iii. Copies of permit applications 
 

SECTION 7: METERS 

1. Ownership, Installation, and Maintenance. 
All water service shall be metered by the Utility, and the meter, strainer, and radio 
transmitter shall be owned, installed, and maintained by the Utility. 

2. Location and Placement of Meters. 

a. Location.  
The meter shall be located at the point of entry to the Customer’s Premises. 

b. Placement.  
The Customer shall provide a clean, dry, and warm place, always free from debris, for 
the installation and placement of the meter.  The meter shall be placed in accordance 
with Utility requirements, either special or general, and in a location which may be 
safely and easily accessed by a person in an upright position for the purpose of 
reading, maintaining and changing the meter.  In no case shall a meter be placed in an 
open or concealed area beneath a floor and, if a meter is so placed, the Utility may 
require the Customer to remove and place the meter in accordance with the 
requirements of this ordinance.  A meter, once set, will be relocated only at the 
customer's expense.  

c. The cost of the meter and installation shall be borne by the Utility as set in the 
connection fee schedule; however, the Utility reserves the right to charge customers: 

i. For excess cost over the cost of a meter that the Utility determines should be 
used whenever the customer requests a special metering device or a meter 
larger than the Utility determines is necessary. 

ii. For piping and fittings in excess of normal requirements. 
iii. For irrigation meters and other meter assemblies. 

 

3. Meter Specifications. 

a. Installation.  
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Meters shall be installed according to Utility Specifications available at the Utility 
office.  The size of the meter shall be determined by the Utility after a review of the 
information submitted by the Customer on the service application data form. 

b. Bypass. 
A properly valved and sealed Bypass shall be provided by the Customer around all 
meters larger than two (2) inches.  The Bypass shall be metered.  The Bypass shall 
not be used or tampered with by the Customer for any reason. 

4. Radio Transmitter. 

All meters shall be equipped with a Radio Transmitter or comparable devise approved by 
the Utility.  The Radio Transmitter shall be installed at a place on the Premises acceptable 
to the Utility.   

5. Non-Registering Meters. 

If a meter is found which does not register, the bill for the period of non-registration will 
be based upon information recorded prior to or subsequent to the period of non-
registration, and any other pertinent information supplied by the customer or known to 
the Utility.  In the event of a discrepancy in usage, the dial reading from the head of each 
properly functioning meter shall be considered the correct usage. 

6. Master Meter.   
The Utility requires that a master meter be installed on the private main in the location 
where a private main leaves the right of way or Utility easement.  The master meter and 
appurtenances will be at the customer’s expense and will be maintained and read by the 
Utility for billing purposes.  The Utility may alter this requirement at its sole discretion if 
the customer has sufficient reason.   

 

7. Private or Auxiliary Meters.  
If Customer desires Private Meters, they shall be furnished, installed, maintained, and 
read by the Customer for Customer’s own purposes.  If additional or auxiliary meters are 
desired by the customer for showing sub-division of the supply, including irrigation 
system meters, they shall be furnished, installed, and maintained at the customer’s 
expense.  Normally all such meters shall be configured in parallel rather than deduction, 
unless under special circumstances the Utility authorizes alternative installations.  If an 
irrigation meter is requested as a deduct meter for sewer billing the meter will be 
furnished, installed, and maintained at the customer’s expense but will be read by the 
Utility.  Written authorization by the Utility must be obtained prior to installation of 
auxiliary meters.  
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8. Testing. 
All meters will be tested in accordance with guidelines set forth by the American Water 
Works Association.  When requested by a customer, the Utility shall test the accuracy of 
the customers meter within fifteen (15) days from the time the request is made.  A deposit 
for such a test is required as set in the fee schedule.  If on testing, the meter is found to be 
over-registering by more than 3%, the deposit shall be promptly refunded.  If the meter is 
not found to be over-registering by as much as 3%, the Utility shall retain the amount 
deposited for the test.  The date requested, the type, make, size, and serial number of the 
meter, the date tested, and the result of the test shall be supplied to such customer 
promptly after completion of the test.                                                                                                            

9. Allocation of Responsibilities. 

a. Meter.  
The meter and its installation shall be borne by the utility as set in the connection fee 
schedule. 

b. Meter Repairs.  
Meter repairs or replacements necessitated by ordinary wear will be performed by the 
Utility at no expense to Customer; those caused by freezing, hot water, or by any 
other reason shall be paid by the Customer in accordance with the fee schedule.  

c. Meter Vault  
The construction or relocation of a meter vault, whether performed by the Customer 
or the Utility, shall be at Customer’s expense.  Maintenance of the meter vault shall 
be the responsibility of the Customer. 

d. Meter Removal.  
When the Utility requires the Customer to remove a meter from an open or concealed 
area beneath a floor, the removal and replacement of the meter shall be performed by 
the Utility at Customer’s expense within a reasonable period of time as determined by 
the Utility. 

e. Right of Access.  
The Utility shall have the right of reasonable access to the Customer’s Premises to 
set, read, remove, replace, or repair meters and enforce this ordinance. 

SECTION 8: INSPECTIONS 

1. The Utility may, with such notice as may be reasonable in the circumstances, have access to 
and inspect Service Pipes, private mains, meters (Utility’s and private), plumbing, and all 
other equipment and facilities connected to the Utility’s system to prevent the possibility of 
contamination of the Utility’s potable water supply, to prevent waste or fraudulent use, and to 
otherwise ensure compliance with all components of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 9: PROHIBITED USE 

1. Fraudulent Use. 
Evidence of the existence of an unsealed Bypass, the Bypassing of water around meters, or 
the unauthorized piping or selling of water, or any other use of un-metered water except for 
fire extinguishing purposes shall be deemed fraudulent use.  Upon discovery by the Utility of 
fraudulent use by a Customer, the Customer shall be charged not less than double rates for 
such quantities of service as the Utility shall estimate to have been fraudulently used. 

a. Tampering. 
No Curb Stop/Curb Shut Off, valves, hydrants, meters, standpipes, vaults, buildings, 
or other property of the Utility shall be installed, opened, closed, removed, or 
tampered with in any way by any person not authorized to do so by the Utility.  
Violations are subject to penalties as set in the fee schedule.  Any damage to the Curb 
Stop/Curb Shut Off, valve, hydrants, meters, or other property of the Utility which the 
Utility determines is caused by tampering caused by the Customer (or Customer’s 
employees, contractors or agents) shall be repaired by the Utility at the Customer’s 
expense. 

b. Cross Connections. 
No Cross Connection shall be permitted between the public water supply and any 
other water supply, or between the public water supply and any plumbing fixture, 
device, or appliance capable of contaminating the public water supply unless the 
connection is protected at the metering point by a Backflow prevention device as 
required by this ordinance.  The connection shall be approved by the Utility and the 
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, and shall satisfy in all 
respects the laws of the State of New Hampshire. 

c. Electrical Ground Wires.  
No ground wires from any source whatsoever shall be attached to any water pipe 
inside or outside the Premises served. 

d. Civil Penalty. 

Any person who violates this Ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty not to 
exceed $10,000 per day of such violation and may be subject to discontinuation of 
service. 

SECTION 10: UTILITY RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES 

1. Service.  
The Utility will conform to all requirements of the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services for construction and operation of its water system as pertains to 
sanitation and potability of the water.  
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2. Waste and Improper Use.  
The Utility shall determine what constitutes waste or improper use and reserves the right to 
restrict the same when necessary.  The Utility assumes no responsibility for any water 
fixtures or for the use or waste of water on any metered Premises.   

3. Conservation.  
When necessary to conserve supply, the Utility reserves the right to restrict or prohibit the 
use of water. 

4. Maintenance of Plumbing. 
In no event shall the Utility be responsible for any damage caused by water escaping from 
plumbing and fixtures.  

5. Refusal of Service to Customers Contemplating Building.  
The Utility reserves the right to refuse water service to any Customer that contemplates 
building until such time as the Utility shall decide that there is sufficient progress to show 
that the building will be completed and occupied and that adequate water service, as 
determined by the Utility, can be supplied. 

6. Private and Public Fire Protection.  
The Utility will endeavor to maintain reasonable private and public fire service, but does not 
guarantee adequate service or any aspect of such service. 

7. No Liability. 
The Utility shall not be responsible for any direct, indirect, or consequential damage caused 
by: service interruption or pressure loss in the Main Pipes or Service Pipes; dirty, discolored, 
or contaminated water; or other failure to provide service. 

SECTION 11: DISCONTINUATION OF SERVICE 

1. Discontinuation by the Utility without Notice.  
Service may be discontinued by the Utility without notice for any of the following reasons:  

a. Misrepresentation by the Customer in the application for service or other fraudulent 
procurement of service. 

b. Use of water for purposes other than described by the Customer in the application for 
service. 

c. Willful waste of water. 
d. Fraudulent use of or tampering with Utility property. 
e. Abandonment of the Premises by the Customer. 
f. Cross Connection or unauthorized connection to the Utility’s Service Pipe or Main 

Pipe with any other fixture or supply source in violation of this Ordinance or Utility 
Specifications. 

g. Failure to maintain plumbing and fixtures in good repair that could, in the Utility’s 
judgment, result in contamination of the potable water supply or damage or injury to 
the Utility’s system, persons, or property. 
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h. Failure to install, maintain, or repair a Backflow prevention device within the period 
specified by the Utility. 

i. Failure to prevent contamination of potable water. 
j. Unauthorized use of private fire protection system. 
k. Any other use of the water or the Utility system that could cause an imminent danger 

or loss to the Utility’s system or supply or the persons and property of others. 
 

2. Discontinuation by the Utility with Notice.  
In circumstances where placement of a lien is not possible or practical service may be 
discontinued by the Utility with written notice postmarked at least twelve (12) days in 
advance of the proposed discontinuation date for any of the following reasons: 

a. Refusal of reasonable access to the Customer’s Premises for inspection; 
b. Any refusal or neglect to comply with this ordinance or with Utility Specifications; 
c. Customer’s failure to comply with terms of payment arrangement entered into 

between the Customer and the Utility; and 
d. For such other reasons as the Utility may designate in writing. 

 

3.  Discontinuation for Non-Payment of Utility Bills.  

In circumstances where placement of a lien is not possible or practical (Section 15.3.e below) 
service may be discontinued by the Utility for non-payment of any Utility bill, including late 
payment charges, if all of the following conditions are met: 

a. If the Customer has not paid the bill in full within 30 days from the postmark date on 
the bill; 

b. The Utility has provided the Customer with written notice of its intention to 
discontinue service, postmarked at least twelve (12) days in advance of the proposed 
discontinuation date for residential Customers or, in the case of non-residential 
Customers, at least five (5) days in advance of the proposed discontinuation date; and 

c. Prior to the date of notice of discontinuance, the Utility has not received payment in 
full. 

 

4.  Conference Prior to Discontinuation.  

A Customer may request a conference with the Utility prior to the proposed date of service 
discontinuation.  Such conference shall be held in accordance with the Utility’s standard 
procedure. 

5. Restoration of Service.  
If service has been discontinued, the Utility shall restore service promptly upon the 
Customer’s request when the cause of discontinuation has been removed provided that the 
Customer has paid the restoration charges required under the rate schedule. 
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SECTION 12: HYDRANTS 

1. Prohibited Use.  
Public or private hydrants shall not be used for any purpose other than to extinguish fires or 
for such other purposes as may be authorized by the Utility.  In no case shall hydrants or any 
adaptor installed on a hydrant be operated by any person other than the Utility or its duly 
authorized agent. 

2. Permitted Use.  
Where use of water from a hydrant is requested for purposes other than to extinguish fires, 
and written permission is granted by the Utility, an adapter shall be installed on the hydrant 
by the Utility.  All hydrants, whether public or private, connected to the Utility system shall 
be of a type approved by the Utility. 

3. Fees and Expenses. 
a.  The hydrant user shall be required to make a cash deposit as specified by the Rate and 

Fee Schedules.  Deposits made for adapters shall not be credited with any interest. 

b.  If there is no damage to the hydrant or the adapter, the charge for water will be 
deducted from the deposit and the balance, if any, returned.  If the Utility discovers 
any damage to the hydrant or adapter, the Utility shall make the necessary repairs at 
the expense of the hydrant user.  

c.  The hydrant user shall be charged for either the volume of water used, or on a per 
diem basis as determined by the Utility, and for setting and removal of the adapter. 

SECTION 13: PRIVATE FIRE PROTECTION 

1. Application. 
The Customer shall submit to the Utility a written application for private fire service.  The 
application shall be accompanied by site and plumbing plans of the proposed fire system 
and a written statement indicating the size and all specific design features. 

2. Pipe Installation. 
The fire Service Pipe located within the public right-of-way or Utility easement shall be 
installed and maintained by and shall be the property of the Utility.  The Customer may, 
subject to prior approval and on-site inspection by the Utility, install the Utility’s portion of 
the fire Service Pipe.  From the limits of the public right-of-way or Utility easement to the 
Premises served, the fire Service Pipe shall be owned and maintained by the Customer. 

3. Maintenance. 
Customer shall be responsible for all maintenance and testing by a qualified person (to be 
conducted at least annually) of private fire protection systems and shall keep all records of 
such maintenance and testing for a minimum of three (3) years.  Customer shall produce 
such records of maintenance and testing upon request of the Utility.  The Utility shall be 
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given at least 3 business days prior notice of the test date and time and reserves the right to 
view the test. 

4. Contamination.  
Where a standpipe, reservoir, pump house, or tank is proposed in connection with private 
fire service, the Customer shall submit complete fire system plans to the Utility for prior 
approval.  The connection shall be protected by a Backflow prevention device as required 
by this Ordinance. 

5. Access and Utility Inspection.  
In the construction or installation of such appurtenances as standpipes, reservoirs, pump 
houses, or tanks, the Customer shall provide a means of easy access to the interior of the 
appurtenance to permit inspection by the Utility or cleaning by the Customer as required by 
the Utility.  During such construction or installation, the Customer shall connect to the 
appurtenance a separate pipe to periodically draw off water for sampling and inspection.  
Such draw off pipe shall not be directly connected with a sewer, drain, or outlet in any way 
which is not permitted by this Ordinance, or may permit contamination of the public water 
supply. 

6. Fees and Expenses. 
a. The Customer shall pay a charge for private fire service as specified in the Rate and 

Fee Schedule. 
b. The Customer shall maintain in good repair all fire service appurtenances located on 

the Premises at Customer’s expense. 
c. Installation by the Utility of its portion of the fire Service Pipe shall be at the 

Customer’s expense.  If the Customer elects to install the Utility’s portion of the fire 
Service Pipe, on-site inspection by the Utility shall be at the Customer’s expense. 

d. Any costs associated with the Utility’s presence during private fire service testing by 
the Customer or insurance inspector may be charged to the Customer or to the 
insurance inspector. 

 

SECTION 14: MAIN PIPE EXTENSIONS 

1. Main Pipe Installation. 

a. All petitions for Main Pipe extensions shall be submitted to, and be subject to the 
approval of, the Utility. 

b. Each petition shall be accompanied by an application fee for the Main Pipe extension 
as specified in the Rate and Fee Schedules. 

c. Main Pipe extensions shall be owned and maintained by the Utility and shall be 
installed by the Utility or its authorized agent. 

d. Installation and construction of Main Pipe extensions shall continue at the discretion 
of the Utility as frost and weather conditions permit. 
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e. Prior to installation, sub-divisions shall be approved by the local planning authority, 
and the right-of-way in which the Main Pipe is to be installed shall be laid out, and 
lines and grades established. 

f. The size of the Main Pipe to be installed shall be determined by the Utility. 
g. Main Pipe extensions shall typically be installed along the frontage of the Petitioner’s 

Premises or, in the case of corner lots, along the frontage abutting the public right-of-
way in which the Service Pipe is to be installed. 

h. Final Approval of the City of Somersworth Planning Board of a site review 
application for a Main Pipe extension shall constitute approval from the Utility for 
such extension.  

 

2. Petitioners. 

a. Prior to installation, Petitioner (or Petitioners as applicable) shall sign a petition 
which shall be presented to the Utility for approval.  If the Utility approves the 
petition, each Petitioner shall enter a contract for the Main Pipe extension that shall 
be binding on the Petitioner’s heirs, assigns, successors, executors, and 
administrators.  The contract shall create a lien upon each Petitioner’s Premises as 
provided by state law. 

b. Each Petitioner shall be charged its proportionate share of the entire cost of installing 
a Main Pipe and each Petitioner shall deposit with the Utility the estimated amount of 
Petitioner’s proportionate share of the extension cost prior to the installation.  Final 
billing will be based on actual installation cost. 

c. A Petitioner’s proportionate share shall be calculated by dividing the final bill by the 
total number of properties (whether developed or undeveloped) having frontage along 
the right of way in which the Main Pipe extension is to be installed. 

 

3. Charges to Non-participating Abutters. 

An Abutter who does not participate in a petition for the Main Pipe extension to which the 
Abutter is connecting shall be required to pay to the Utility, prior to connecting to an 
installed Main Pipe and in addition to other applicable charges, an amount equal to that 
Abutter’s proportionate share of the original extension costs, adjusted annually by the 
Engineering News Record (ENR) Construction Cost Index. 

4. Connection to Main Pipes. 

No connection shall be made to any Main Pipe or to any private main without prior written 
authorization by the Utility after application by the Customer.  Connection to privately 
owned mains, if authorized by the Utility, shall be installed in accordance with plans and 
specifications prepared by the Customer and approved by the Utility.  After completion of 
such projects, the Utility may require the Customer to prepare a set of as built plans showing 
the location, size, and depth of all water facilities. 
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5. Reservation of Ownership by Utility.  

Where the Utility elects to maintain ownership of a Main Pipe located on private property, 
the Customer shall grant the Utility an easement sufficient to provide access by the Utility to 
the Main Pipe and Utility-owned appurtenances. 

6. Refusal to Install a Main.  

The Utility reserves the right to refuse or disallow the installation of a Main Pipe extension 
where it determines that service demand does not warrant the cost of installation, where there 
are environmental or other impacts unacceptable to the Utility, or where the extension will 
tend in any way to constitute discrimination against other Utility Customers. 

SECTION 15: BILLING AND DEPOSITS 

1. Billing. 

a. The Utility shall periodically bill Customers for water service in accordance with the 
fee schedule.  

b. If a meter is found not to register, a bill for the period of non-registration shall be 
estimated based upon consumption recorded prior or subsequent to the period of non-
registration, and any other pertinent information supplied by the Customer or known 
to the Utility. 

c. In the event that the Utility cannot readily and safely gain access to the meter for the 
purpose of obtaining the meter reading, the Utility shall make its best estimate of the 
consumption which might be registered by the meter since the last reading date.  The 
estimate shall be as valid as if the meter reading had actually been determined, and 
the Customer shall be billed according to the estimate for the period of non-
registration.  However, there shall be no more than two (2) consecutive estimated 
bills.  After the second estimated bill has been prepared, the Customer shall be 
required to provide safe and ready access to the meter in accordance with this 
Ordinance. 

 

2.  Payment. 

a. The Customer shall make payment for all water registered by the water meter 
regardless of leaks or the manner in which the water was used. 

b. Bills shall be due and payable upon presentation to the Customer.  Payment shall be 
made at the Tax Collector’s Office or at such other offices as the Utility may 
designate to accept payment. 

c. Any payment received by the Utility after the due date shall be subject to a late 
payment charge in accordance with the Fee Schedule. 

d. The Customer shall be responsible for all obligations including payment for service 
regardless of any lease, contract, agreement, or otherwise between the Customer and 
another person or tenant purporting to assign or transfer the obligation to pay.  The 
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City’s acceptance of any third party payment shall not constitute a waiver of 
Customer’s responsibility for payment. 

 

3.  Non-Payment. 

a. Service may be discontinued in accordance with this Ordinance for nonpayment of 
any bill. 

b. Failure to receive a bill shall not discharge the Customer of the obligation of payment 
or the consequence of non-payment. 

c. When a Customer cannot pay a bill in full, the Utility shall continue to serve the 
Customer if the Customer pays a reasonable portion of the bill as determined by the 
Utility and the Customer agrees to pay the balance of the outstanding bill in 
reasonable installments.  All payment agreements shall be confirmed in writing and 
copies will be kept by the Utility and the Customer. 

d. Whenever a check or draft presented for payment of service is not accepted by the 
institution on which it is written, a charge shall be imposed by the Utility.  

e. All water charges shall become a lien upon real estate as provided by state law; 
however, in those instances where such a lien is not possible (outside of City limits) 
or impractical (instances of cooperative or shared ownership) the Utility reserves the 
right to terminate service and/or seek payment through other means.  

f. Interest and late fees for non-payment shall be assessed at 12% per annum. Utility 
billing subject to lien shall be charged according to statutory limits.   

 

4. Deposits. 

a.  The Utility may require a satisfactory cash deposit under the following circumstances:  

i. Before rendering service to any new Customer;  
ii. Before rendering continued service when the Customer has demonstrated a 

lack of responsibility in making service payments or committed other acts 
harmful to the Utility; or  

iii. When the Customer has requested that the Utility provide a special service.  
The deposit, less any amount due the Utility, shall be refunded either upon 
termination of service or when the Utility determines, in its sole discretion, 
that satisfactory credit relations have been established. 
 

5.  Change of Address or Ownership.  

The Customer shall provide the Utility with prior notice of any change in ownership or 
change in billing address of a metered Customer Unit.  Upon such notice, the Utility shall 
determine a meter reading and render the Customer a bill for service up to the date of 
transfer. 

6.  Service Discontinuation and Restoration. 
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When the Utility is requested by the Customer to connect or disconnect service for any 
reason, the Customer shall pay a fixed charge as specified in the applicable rate schedule for 
such service if performed during the Utility’s Regular Working Hours or, if performed 
outside the Utility’s Regular Working Hours, the Customer shall pay all costs incurred by the 
Utility in providing such service. 

7.  Request by Customer for Discontinuation of Service. 

The Customer shall provide the Utility with reasonable notice of Customer’s intention to 
have service discontinued and shall be responsible for all charges associated with service 
until expiration of such service. 

8.  Seasonal Use. 

When, due to seasonal use, the Customer requires the Utility to remove and set the meter, the 
Customer shall be billed for such service and for the resetting and reinstallation of the meter 
as specified in the Rate and Fee Schedule.  The Customer shall be billed for water used in 
accordance with the Rate and Fee Schedule. 

SECTION 16: RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES 

1. Rates, Fees, and Charges 
a. All rates, fees, and charges shall be established by the City Council in accord with its 

customary policies and practices.  Rates are subject to modification at any time by the 
City Council.   

b. All income generated from water rates, fees, and charges, as hereinafter set forth, 
shall be used for defraying the cost of construction, management, operation, 
reconstruction, replacement, and repairs of the City water system, including treatment 
and distribution, and for the payment of the interest and principal of any debt incurred 
to pay such costs. 

c. The income from water shall be paid into the City Treasury and shall be kept and 
applied exclusively for purposes set forth in Section 16.1.b above and shall be known 
as the water fund. 

d. The Utility reserves the right and authority to set fees or charges for additional or 
unusual services and to recover all costs from a customer, by any method available, 
whether incurred by the Utility or an authorized subcontractor.  This shall include 
administrative fees, legal fees, engineering fees, costs for work service, parts, and 
materials, and any other applicable costs whether or not specified in the Ordinance.   

e. Applications for abatements may be obtained from the water office at city hall. 
f. At any premise which does not have City water service and is connected to the City’s 

sewer system, a meter may be placed on the water supply (well, etc.). 
g. In all other instances that may not be enumerated above, an adjustment of charges 

may be made by the execution of a contract between the owner and the City.  
However, such a contract shall not be binding upon the City unless approved by the 
City Manager.   
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2.  Information Regarding Billing 

a.  Main Office 

The main office for utility billing is located at Somersworth City Hall, One 
Government Way, Somersworth, NH 03878. 

b.  Office Hours as Scheduled 
 

c. Information and Complaints 
i. Any information regarding bills, notices, usage, miscellaneous charges, 

abatements, liens, etc. may be made by calling the water department within 
six months of the specific billing date at 603-692-9523 or by e-mail at 
waterclerk@somersworth.com.  City’s website is www.somersworth.com 

ii. Any request for an abatement or duplicate bill regarding tenants must be made 
in writing by the owner and addressed to the Water Department at the above 
address. 

iii. A customer who requests research for prior year’s billings or meter readings 
will reimburse the City at the current fee established by the Finance 
Department. 

 

d. City Billing Policy 
The City of Somersworth has adopted a policy to commit all water bills for charges to 
the collector of taxes.  The tax collector is assigned to collect the water bills.  The tax 
collector has the same rights and remedies, including a lien and/or deeding on the real 
estate for unpaid bills, as in the collection of taxes as provided in RSA 80.  All 
amounts or percentages in this ordinance will automatically be amended by any 
changes in the RSAs. 

The only exception to this policy is the water bills pertaining to commonly held areas 
within condo and townhouse complexes, both residential and commercial.  The water 
bills for commonly held areas shall not be subject to lien or tax deeding but will be 
subject to established shut-off procedures.  All other procedures in this policy will 
remain the same except where noted. 

e.  Billing 

i. “Water Bills” as referenced in this document shall mean all charges associated 
with water, including but not limited to water usage, mainline extensions, 
special reads, turn off and turn on charges, and other miscellaneous charges.  
Water bills are prepared by the Finance Department and sent to the owner of 
the property.  Owners of the Property will be held responsible for the payment 
of water bills.  If the owner of a property fails to pay the water bill and sells 
the property, the new owner shall be responsible for the unpaid amounts. 
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ii. The Finance Department bills all customer accounts on a monthly basis. All 
bills are due and payable net term 30 days at the office of the Tax Collector.  
In the event that a meter reading is not taken due to no fault of the Utility 
(e.g.-property locked and meter reader unable to read meter), the current 
month’s billing shall be estimated using the following criteria: 1) usage for the 
previous billing, or 2) If the customer has less than 12 billing cycles, the 
estimate may be based on the average of the consumption amounts previously 
billed, or 3) If the customer has 12 or more billing cycles, the calculation 
drops the high and low usage and estimates on the average of the remaining 
billing cycles. 

iii. Charges for services furnished under this ordinance or under any agreement 
between the Utility and the customer shall continue to the end of the term 
specified thereafter or until such time as the Utility shall receive reasonable 
notice in writing from the customer of a desire to terminate the service. 

 

f.  Payments 

i. All water bills are due and payable at the office of the Tax Collector.  
Payment can be made in cash, bank check, money order, certified checks, 
automatic debit program, or by personal checks.  Payments are made payable 
to the City of Somersworth.  Third party checks are not permitted.  Cash 
payments should not be made by mail. 

ii. Customers will be charged for any returned checks.  The return check fee is a 
flat dollar amount plus bank and legal fees per RSA 80:56. 

iii. It is the intention of the Utility to send courtesy notices of substantial 
increases in consumption or delinquency notices for unpaid bills, but failure to 
do so does not relieve the customer of his/her responsibility to pay the 
outstanding bills promptly or to repair leaky fixtures. 

 

g.  Electronic Payments  

i.  The City of Somersworth has adopted a policy to authorize the acceptance of 
the payment of the utility charges by use of direct debit, credit cards or debit 
cards.  Contact the water department regarding information on direct debit. 
Credit and debit cards are accepted on-line at www.somersworth.com, or in 
the Tax Collector’s office. This service will be provided by an outside 
payment processing company.  The following conditions for this service shall 
apply:  

a) An amount shall be added to the amount due for any interest payable, 
and 
 

b) A service charge for the acceptance of the card will be charged.  Such 
service charge shall be set by the outside payment processing company 
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and no fee will be collected by the City for this service.  This service 
will automatically be amended by any changes in the RSA regarding 
credit card charges.   

h.  Interest 

Interest at 12 percent per annum shall be charged on all amounts not paid within 30 
days from date the bills were mailed.  Interest due that amounts to less than $25 on 
warrants committed to the tax collector may be waived by the tax collector. 

i.  Abatement of Charges 

No adjustments or refunds can be made to a customer’s account without the approval 
and consent of the City Council or their designee through the abatement process 
under RSA 76.  Any request for abatement shall be made in writing within six months 
of the specific billing date and be addressed to the City Manager.  The letter shall 
state the amount of the requested abatement and the reason for the request.  The letter 
shall be sent to the Finance Department who will prepare the abatement form and 
submit it to the City Council or their designee for action.  The Council or their 
designee may approve or deny or adjust the amount and the decision is final.  

After the abatement has been presented to the City and a decision has been made, the 
Finance Department will notify the customer.  If the abatement is approved, the 
Finance Department will adjust the customer’s account.  If the customer has an 
outstanding amount due, the abatement will be applied to the outstanding amount.  If 
the account is paid in full, a credit will be placed on the customer’s account or the 
customer can receive a refund. 

j. Liens and Collection of Charges 

The City has adopted the following collection procedures for water charges and the 
use of one collection procedure for one service shall not preclude the use of a 
different collection procedure for another service.  The tax collector shall be 
presented with a warrant for the collection of the water charges and the collection of 
the appropriate interest on past due amounts.  The tax collector will compile a list of 
the water bills remaining uncollected after the due date of the final bill for the 
preceding year.  The tax collector shall execute the lien in compliance with RSA 
80:58-87 with the exception of the commonly held areas within condo and townhouse 
complexes, both residential and commercial.  The lien amount shall include the 
outstanding water bill amount, interest at 12 percent from the due date up to and 
including the date of the lien, and any associated cost.  The executed lien will be 
registered with the Register of Deeds.  Interest after the execution of the lien will be 
at 18 percent.  Whenever a customer has an interest in removing the lien from the 
property, they must contact the tax collector for the amount due.  Once the customer 
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pays the amount of the lien, interest, and cost, the tax collector shall send a notice of 
full redemption to the Register of Deeds.  The commonly held areas within condo and 
townhouse complexes, both residential and commercial that have an unpaid balance 
on the account after 30 days from the due date shall receive a late notice by mail 
indicating the amount past due and the intent to shut off service after 60 days past 
due.  If the account still remains unpaid after 60 days past the due date, a notice will 
be sent by certified mail that the water will be shut off.  Any applicable interest and 
charges shall be charged.  The water shall not be turned on until all past due amounts 
and any applicable interest and charges have been paid in full. 

j. Deeding Procedures 
After two years from the date of the execution of the tax lien, the tax collector will 
send a notice of impending deed to the owner of the property and any mortgagees.  If 
total redemption has not been made by the date specified in the notice, the tax 
collector with the approval of the City Council, shall deed the property to the City 
(RSA 80:76-77). 

SECTION 17: SEVERABILITY 

If any provision of this Ordinance is held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, the remaining 
provisions shall remain in force and effect. 

                 

Somersworth Water Division Fee 
Schedule 

                 

                                  

CONNECTION FEES               

   3/4" 1" 1.5" 2" 4" 6" 8"   

   
Contractor digs and supplies parts and equipment needed for 

digging and running line from main to property connection. 
Contractor digs, supplies parts and equipment, 

taps main and installs meter. 

  

     

   
City taps the main, provides parts necessary for tapping, 

inspects line and installs meter. City oversees tap and provides the meter. 
  

     

   $1,100.00 $1,500.00 $1,800.00 $2,300.00 $2,100.00 $3,700.00 $5,300.00   
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No charge for replacement of meters or 
parts if meters or parts are not functioning 
properly due to normal wear. 
 
The City will charge the owner if the meter 
or parts are broken or not functioning 
properly due to neglect on the part of the 
owner or tenants (i.e. frozen meters). 

  

Irrigation or Secondary Meter Installation*      

   3/4 - 5/8" 1" 1.5" 2"     

   $480.00 $675.00 $920.00 $1,330.00    

   *Includes Meter, Radio Transmiter, Direct Mount Kit, Adapters, 
Straight/Angle Valve, Dual Check Valve, and Labor. 

   

      

                        

                   

  SERVICES       EQUIPMENT       

  Final Meter Reads $25.00   
Caterpiller 430 
Backhoe $80/hr   

  Meter Test $50.00   Dump truck  $60/hr   

  Water On $25.00   Loader JD 544 $90/hr   

  Water Off $25.00   Utility truck $35/hr   

  Thawing/Steaming $50+Labor   Air compressor $25/hr   

  Winterizing Hydrant $40.00   Hole Hog $200/hr   

  
Cellar Valve 
Replacement $120.00            

  C/O Inspection N/C   GRANULAR MATERIALS     

  Courtesy Calls N/C   Sand $7.00/yd   

          Bank run gravel $7.00/yd   

  BACKFLOW TESTING     Crushed gravel Vendor Price   

  Test & Inspect $40/per device   ¾ stone Vendor Price   

  Initial Permit N/C   Hot top Vendor Price   

  Renewal Permit  N/C   Loam $12.00/yd   

  
Contracted Test & 
Inspect Vendor Price            



38 
 

                   

          LABOR        

  
ILLEGAL WATER 
VIOLATIONS    Business Hours $40/hr   

  Meter Tampering $500.00   After Hours   $60/hr - Min 3 hrs   

  Hydrant Tampering $1,000.00            

  
Opening & Closing of 
external water valves $1,000.00 

  WATER CHARGES      

    Water Charge   $4.11 per 100cft   

          Service Charge $2.50   

                                  

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

       Introduced by Councilors 

       David Witham 
       Dale Sprague 
       Martin Pepin 
       Jennifer Soldati 
Approved: 

City Attorney 

Following the first reading of Ordinance No. 8-14 by title, it was referred to the next meeting. 

Councilor Witham moved to have Ordinance No. 9-14 read by title only due to its length.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilor Tapscott and passed unanimously. 

ORDINANCE  NO.  9 -14  AMENDING  CHAPTER  4,   
PERSONNEL RULES AND REGULATIONS, 
COMPENSATION SCHEDULE. 

Somersworth, NH    
February 3, 2014 
 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SOMERSWORTH ORDAINS THAT the Ordinances of the 
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City of Somersworth, as amended, be further amended as 
follows: 

 

Amend Chapter 4 by deleting the Compensation Schedule in its 
entirety and replacing it with the following: 

Personnel Rules and Regulations 
FY14-15 Compensation Schedule 
(2% Increase effective July 1,2014) 

  

GRADE   HIRE 1 2 3 4 5 
6 A 20,763.26 21,649.35 22,463.60 23,373.64 24,307.62 25,241.61
  H 9.9823 10.4083 10.7998 11.2373 11.6864 12.1354
        

7 A 21,769.09 22,583.34 23,589.17 24,523.16 25,409.25 25,720.58
  H 10.4659 10.8574 11.3409 11.7900 12.2160 12.3657
  
8 A 22,870.72 23,756.81 24,690.80 25,720.58 26,774.31 27,851.99
  H 10.9955 11.4215 11.8706 12.3657 12.8723 13.3904
  
9 A 24,020.24 24,978.18 25,984.01 27,037.74 28,091.47 29,264.94
  H 11.5482 12.0087 12.4923 12.9989 13.5055 14.0697
  

10 A 25,193.71 26,199.55 27,205.38 28,354.90 29,432.58 30,701.85
  H 12.1124 12.5959 13.0795 13.6322 14.1503 14.7605
  

11 A 26,486.93 27,564.61 28,594.39 29,743.91 30,965.28 32,210.59
  H 12.7341 13.2522 13.7473 14.3000 14.8872 15.4859
  

12 A 27,828.04 28,929.66 30,031.29 31,252.66 32,426.13 33,719.34
  H 13.3789 13.9085 14.4381 15.0253 15.5895 16.2112
  

13 A 29,217.04 30,366.57 31,611.88 32,905.10 34,174.36 35,611.27
  H 14.0467 14.5993 15.1980 15.8198 16.4300 17.1208
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GRADE   HIRE 1 2 3 4 5 
14 A 30,606.05 31,827.42 33,096.69 34,485.69 35,850.75 37,263.71
  H 14.7144 15.3016 15.9119 16.5797 17.2359 17.9152

  
15 A 32,210.59 33,527.76 34,844.92 36,209.98 37,575.04 39,059.84
  H 15.4859 16.1191 16.7524 17.4086 18.0649 18.7788
  

16 A 33,743.29 35,084.40 36,497.36 38,101.90 39,514.86 41,167.30
  H 16.2227 16.8675 17.5468 18.3182 18.9975 19.7920
  

17 A 35,491.53 36,928.43 39,419.06 39,921.98 41,502.57 43,155.01
  H 17.0632 17.7541 18.9515 19.1933 19.9532 20.7476
  

18 A 37,263.71 38,748.51 40,233.31 41,909.70 43,586.08 45,406.16

  H 17.9152 18.6291 19.3429 20.1489 20.9548 21.8299

  

19 A 39,059.84 40,664.38 42,340.77 44,089.00 45,789.34 47,657.31

  H 18.7788 19.5502 20.3561 21.1966 22.0141 22.9122

  

20 A 41,143.35 42,819.73 44,424.28 46,220.41 48,064.43 49,932.41

  H 19.7805 20.5864 21.3578 22.2213 23.1079 24.0060
  

21 A 43,155.01 44,855.35 46,723.32 48,543.40 50,483.22 52,446.99
  H 20.7476 21.5651 22.4631 23.3382 24.2708 25.2149
  

22 A 45,382.21 47,130.45 49,022.37 50,890.34 53,045.70 55,153.16
  H 21.8184 22.6589 23.5684 24.4665 25.5027 26.5159
  

23 A 47,609.41 49,525.29 51,393.26 53,524.67 55,656.08 57,907.23
  H 22.8891 23.8102 24.7083 25.7330 26.7577 27.8400
  

24 A 49,932.41 51,944.07 54,003.64 56,206.89 58,386.19 60,757.08
  H 24.0060 24.9731 25.9633 27.0225 28.0703 29.2101
  

25 A 52,446.99 54,626.29 56,733.75 59,080.70 61,499.48 63,918.27
  H 25.2149 26.2626 27.2758 28.4042 29.5671 30.7299
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 GRADE     HIRE 1 2 3 4 5 
26 A 55,129.21 57,715.64 59,487.82 61,906.61 64,493.03 66,911.82
  H 26.5044 27.7479 28.5999 29.7628 31.0063 32.1691
  

27 A 57,763.53 60,206.27 62,553.21 65,139.64 67,750.02 70,360.39
  H 27.7709 28.9453 30.0737 31.3171 32.5721 33.8271
  

28 A 60,685.24 63,151.92 65,546.76 68,205.04 71,007.00 73,808.96
  H 29.1756 30.3615 31.5129 32.7909 34.1380 35.4851
  

29 A 63,702.74 66,289.16 68,875.59 71,605.71 74,623.21 77,544.91
  H 30.6263 31.8698 33.1133 34.4258 35.8765 37.2812

(2% increase of minimum and maximum effective July 1, 
2014) 

Grade   MINIMUM MAXIMUM 
  

25 A 53,691.88 68,435.71 
  H 25.8134 32.9018 
  

30 A 68,168.63 83,112.43 
  H 32.7734 39.9579 
  

31 A 74,469.93 90,607.25 
  H 35.8029 43.5612 
  

32 A 75,167.32 91,580.58 
  H 36.1381 44.0291 
  

33 A 78,977.98 96,038.82 
  H 37.9702 46.1725 
  

34 A 82,962.99 100,920.46 
  H 39.8861 48.5195 
  

35 A 87,122.36 105,926.64 
  H 41.8857 50.9263 
  

36 A 91,505.87 111,231.68 



42 
 

  H 43.9932 53.4768 
  

37 A 95,989.01 116,711.08 
  H 46.1486 56.1111 

 
This ordinance will take effect on July 1, 2014. 

       Introduced by Councilors 

       David Witham 
       Dale Sprague 
       Martin Pepin 
       Jennifer Soldati 
Approved: 

City Attorney 

 

Following the first reading of Ordinance No. 9-14 by title, it was referred to the next meeting. 

ORDINANCE NO. 10–14 AMENDING CHAPTER 4, PERSONNEL RULES AND 
REGULATIONS, SECTION 11.3 TITLED “HEALTH INSURANCE.” 

Somersworth, NH 
February 3, 2014 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOMERSWORTH ORDAINS THAT the ordinances 
of the City of Somersworth, as amended, be further amended as follows: 
 

Amend Chapter 4, Section 11.3.1 titled “Health Insurance,” by deleting it in its entirety and 
replacing it with the  

11.3.1 Health/Dental Insurance 

The City will offer one or more health insurance plans to eligible full-time employees and their 
families. The City will pay such portion of the premium as the City Council shall determine 
annually based upon the City Manager’s recommendations.  Employees shall be notified of the 
premium share to be paid by the City in advance of the new plan year. 
 
Effective July 1, 2014, the City shall pay a percentage of an HMO-type plan as follows: 
 
 1 – Person 86.5% of the premium 
 2 – Person 86.5% of the premium 
 Family  86.5% of the premium 
 
The City, after providing twenty (20) calendar days advance written notice to the employees, 
may modify the plan, offer additional plans, change carriers, or convert to self-insurance. The 
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insurance provided under this provision shall be comparable in benefits to the insurance 
presently provided under this section. 
 
Eligible City employees who provide proof of health insurance coverage from another source, 
provided such coverage does not trigger any penalty or assessment against the City under the 
terms of the Affordable Care Act, may opt out of City provided health coverage. Employees who 
exercise this opt out provision of health insurance coverage shall receive $5,000 annually. 
 
Eligible full-time employees may participate in the Delta Dental Option 1E or other equivalent 
plan currently provided for employees and their families. The City will pay 100% of the 
premium for the individual employee. For 2-person and family coverage the employee will pay 
20% of the monthly premium cost. 
 
This ordinance will take effect on July 1, 2014. 

Introduced by Councilors 
 
David Witham 
Dale Sprague 
Martin Pepin 
Jennifer Soldati 

     
Approved: 
 
City Attorney  
 

Background: By passage of this Resolution the City Council is increasing the employee’s 
contribution to the health insurance premiums by 1.5% , the HMO-type plan shall be adjusted 
from the current employer provided plan (MTB5 Rx 1/3/15) to  the MTB5 Rx 10/20/45, such 
change is comparable to current union agreements. 

The language for the opt out provision to health insurance coverage shall increase the amount 
from $3,500 to $5,000 annually in lieu of health insurance coverage, and includes language to 
protect the City in the event the Affordable Care Act creates penalties or assessment to the 
employer if employees accept said buy out. 

Following the first reading of Ordinance No. 10-14, it was referred to the next meeting. 

Councilor Witham moved to suspend the rules to add Resolution No. 27-14 under New Business.  
The motion was seconded by Councilor Pepin and passed unanimously. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 27-14 CITY COUNCIL TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE FOR BUDGET 
PREPARATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 7.4.1 OF THE CITY CHARTER, 
LIMITATION ON BUDGET INCREASE (TAX AND SPENDING CAP.) 

       Somersworth, NH 
       February 3, 2014 
 
WHEREAS, the City Manager must prepare the FY 14-15 Budget in accordance with Article 
7.4.1 of the City Charter, Limitation on Budget Increase (Tax and Spending Cap); and, 

WHEREAS, Article 7.4.1 requires that clarifications be made to some provisions; and 

WHEREAS, these clarifications should be made and endorsed by the governing body (City 
Council); and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Committee unanimously recommends adoption/ratification of the 
following considerations, to be reviewed annually by the City Council: 

1.  The National Consumer Price Index – Urban be defined for the FY 14-15 budget as:  The 
average of the twelve month changes entitled “annual percent change” of Series 
CUUR000)SAD. 

2. That for the purpose of the budget submittal by the City Manager, the School 
Department/School Board shall adjust the School Budget for the increases or decreases in 
the State Education Tax, and the City will adjust the City Budget for increases or 
decreases in the County Tax. 

3. That the City Manager shall notify the School Department/School Board by February 1st 
of each year of the tax levy the City Manager intends to include in the City Manager’s 
proposed budget.  Further, the School Department/School Board shall notify the City 
Manager by March 1st of each year of the estimated non-property tax revenues and final 
spending amount of the School Department/School Board for inclusion in the budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SOMERSWORTH THAT the guidance and considerations for budget preparation as outlined be 
adopted upon passage of this Resolution. 

       Introduced by Councilors 

       David A. Witham 
       Dale Sprague 
       Jennifer Soldati 
       Martin Pepin  
Approved: 
City Attorney 
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Following the first reading of Resolution No. 27-14, motion by Councilor Witham to suspend the 
rules to allow for a second reading.  Motion was seconded by Councilor Pepin and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Following the second reading of Resolution No. 27-14 by title, Councilor Witham moved to pass 
the Resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Messier. 
 
Resolution No. 27-14 passed by roll call vote of 9 yeas, 0 nays. 
 
COMMENTS BY VISITORS. 
 
Real Roseberry, Route 108 said his tax cap has the same wording as Rochester and Dover.  All 
the cities that have a tax cap are happy with it except Dover.  It will be tough the first year but 
will get easier every year.  The people voted the tax cap in.  People should call the Council 
members and give them their opinion.   
 
Harold Guptill, 22 Tates Brook Rd., thanked the Council for the consideration they have given 
him.  He is dedicated to the City and will probably be putting in an application to serve on a City 
board.   
 
John Joyal, 1 Molly Lane, commented on the COAST bus that picks up Shipyard workers.  He 
has been riding the bus for a year and a half and it is very beneficial.  The bus is always on time, 
and this lessens the footprint of traffic flow.  It saves on parking and traffic flow on the Shipyard.  
He encouraged Somersworth Shipyard workers to get involved with this. 
 
Mr. Joyal thanked Council members for what they do. 
 
CLOSING COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS.  
 
Councilor Pepin said it was difficult picking someone to fill the At Large Council seat.  We had 
excellent candidates.   
 
Councilor Pepin commended Waste Management.  One of their garbage trucks was pulled over 
this morning near his home and apparently a garbage bag broke, strewing garbage all over the 
ground.  He went out for a while and when he came back home the garbage was all picked up. 
 
Councilor Tapscott congratulated Sean Collins and looks forward to working with him. 
 



46 
 

Councilor Witham referred to the moment of silence tonight for Frank Menez, stating Mr. Menez 
served for many years on the ZBA.  He was a very thoughtful and very nice man.  The City is 
less for his passing.  He offered condolences to his family and friends. 
 
Councilor Witham noted that during a recent snowstorm a car took out a stop sign near the island 
at High and Franklin Streets.  There was a memorial bench placed on that island a number of 
years ago in memory of a young lady that was killed there and it appears it has been broken into 
three or four pieces.  He doesn’t know who would be responsible for it, but he would like an 
update on that for the sake of the family. 
 
Councilor Witham thanked Councilor Hebert for bringing up the signs for the Historic District.  
These signs are commonplace in other communities.  Two of the locations mentioned for the 
signs are spots for gateway signs and he wonders if this could be woven into the gateway signage 
design. 
 
Councilor Witham said that under the prior Council they had sent a letter to DOT requesting a 
reduction in the speed limit on Route 108.  A letter was received from DOT stating it was not 
necessary to reduce the speed there, so it will remain as posted. 
 
Councilor Witham said he has gotten calls from people stating they understand the Council is 
going to override the tax cap.  The Council does not even receive the budget from the City 
Manager until March 15th each year and will deliberate the budget after that date.  It is no secret 
that he will override the tax cap if that is what is necessary to maintain public education and 
public safety. 
 
Councilor Collins thanked the City Council for their vote of confidence in him.  He thanked Mr. 
Joyal, Mr. Roseberry, and Mr. Guptill for their passion.  He will do his best to represent our 
town’s best interests. 
 
Councilor Sprague said he likes the idea of the Historic District signs.  He suggested that 
someone from the Committee call the State Prison to see if they could make the signs.  They do a 
good job. 
 
Councilor Sprague welcomed Councilor Collins to the Council.  His vote for him was not a 
slight on anyone else’s abilities.  He hopes everybody that put their name in will run for the 
position in September. 
 
 
 
 



47 
 

ADJOURNMENT. 
 
Motion by Councilor Pepin to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Soldati and 
passed unanimously.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
              
       Diane M. DuBois, City Clerk 
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