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TO:

Mayor Dana Hilliard and City Council Members


FROM:
Robert M. Belmore, City Manager



DATE:
Friday, August 14, 2015
SUBJECT:
City Manager’s Report for Monday, August 17, 2015


            City Council Agenda
6:45 p.m. Public Hearing
Re: Ordinance No. 2-16 Adopt New chapter 13E, the Passing of Items To or From the Occupant of a 
Motor Vehicle on a Roadway.
6:50 p.m. Public Hearing

Re: Ordinance No. 4-16 Amending Chapter 30 Conduct in Public Parks.  
Lay on the Table (under Section 12 of Agenda)

Ordinances
A. Ordinance No. 24-15 Amend Chapter 13, Police Offenses, Section 3.1.G, Permits and Reserved Parking.  
Unfinished Business (under Section 13 of Agenda)

Ordinances
A. Ordinance No. 1-16 Amending Chapter 4, Personnel Rules and Regulations, Compensation Schedule, FY 2015-2016. This is a recommendation from the Government Operations Committee.
B. Ordinance No. 2-16 Adopt New chapter 13E, the Passing of Items To or From the Occupant of a Motor Vehicle on a Roadway (Referred to Public Safety Committee).  City Attorney Walter Mitchell has reviewed the content of this Ordinance. It is his opinion that the City has the legal authority to adopt such an Ordinance and that, if challenged, it will be found by the court to be within constitutional parameters. The Public Safety Committee discussed this at their last meeting on Thursday, July 30th.
C. Ordinance No. 3-16 Amend Chapter 17, Forest Glade Cemetery, Clerk Salary.  The Cemetery Trustees have requested this change.
D. Ordinance No. 4-16 Amending Chapter 30 Conduct in Public Parks.  The current Ordinance gives the enforcement responsibility to the Somersworth Police Department.  The proposed Ordinance allows any other City officials to enforce the provisions of the ordinance in addition to the Police Department.    The Recreation Committee supports this Ordinance change.  


Resolutions

A. Resolution No. 38-15 To Restrict the Use of Municipal and Transportation Improvement Fund for the Purpose of Funding in Whole or in Part Improvements to the Local or Regional Transportation System Including Roads, Bridges, Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities.  Again, this new legislation would restrict the use of these funds and eliminate its use for public transportation and intermodal facilities. Presently there is $111,000 in the Fund.
B. Resolution No. 1-16  Authorize the City Manager to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the State of New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources for a Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant to Nominate the Forest Glade Cemetery to the National Register of Historic Places.   The Cemetery Trustees have been working on this item and supports this change.
C. Resolution No. 2-16 Authorize the City Manager to Enter into a Grant Agreement with the Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership (PREP) for a Grant to Complete a Natural Resource Inventory to Guide Short-Term and Long-Term Land Conversion Priorities.  The grant funds will be used to create a natural resource inventory (NRI) that indexes all of the City’s important natural resources.  NH RSA 36A:2 requires that Conservation Commissions shall keep an index of all important natural resources (i.e. wetlands, open space, ecological areas, marshlands, etc.).The Master Plan also has a goal to prepare an open space plan and explore greenway linkage opportunities and this will be achieved as part of the NRI.

New Business (under Section 14 of Agenda)

Resolutions

A. Resolution No. 3-16 The City of Somersworth to Accept the Gerrish Commons Sewer Pump Station and to Authorize the City Manager to Make Certain Improvements to the Pump Station. The residents of this homeowners association have given the City the $12,500 to cover some needed maintenance items to the pump station.  The Public Works Committee voted at their April 14th meeting (Meeting minutes are attached.) to bring the City’s acceptance to the full Council once the funding was secured.  The Homeowner’s Association also paid for the attached Underwood Engineer examination of the Pump Station for the Public Works Committee’s review and City Staff review (copy attached).  Wastewater Treatment Plant Chief Operator Jamie Wood checked the pump station on July 29th.  He satisfactory operated each pump, ran the exhaust fan and operated the lights; he did not operate the emergency generator.
Other

A. Set Hours for 11/03/2015 Municipal Election – 8:00a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
B. Surveillance Cameras at Noble Pines Park (per Recreation Committee). Attached is a memorandum from Director Dave Sharples regarding the installation of surveillance cameras at Noble Pines.  The Recreation Committee discussed this at their meeting on Thursday, July 30th and asked that the issue be placed on the Agenda for full Council discussion.  The projected recommended cost for the unit that can be expanded to utilize up to eight (8) cameras with contingency is $6,800.  However, this unit would not be able to pick up full recognition at night. Director Sharples is securing a quote for high resolution cameras that would work at night.
C. Timberland Volunteer Project Funding (per Mayor Hilliard). 
City Manager’s Items (under section 10 of Agenda) 

A. Information Items:
1. Rocky Hill Road Standpipe Rehabilitation Project.  The Rocky Hill Road Water Storage Tank rehabilitation project will be starting on August 24.  Water Division employees will be draining the tank before start up.  The contractor will be alternating between working inside the tank or on the outside as weather permits to be able to maximize productivity and meet the substantial completion timeline of 60 days.  We will be painting the exterior blue.   (Abutter notice is attached.)
2. City-School IT Services.  Superintendent Jeni Mosca, Finance Director Scott Smith and I have negotiated a 3-Year Professional Services Agreement with Back Bay Networks for continued IT/Computer Network support.  Through this City-School Collaborative negotiation process we have secured for the City no increase in cost over the next 3-Years.  That said, our Agreement will include a non-appropriation clause (opt out if funding is cut) as well as allowing the City to terminate the Agreement without cause should we ever want to do so during this period of time.  I also believe we structured an increased level of service from the vendor.
3. Timberland Serv-a-palooza. Attached are three (3) Draft proposals that staff will be submitting and discussing with Timberland’s Community Service Manager Brianne Wood:  projects at Willand Pond, Mast Point Dam and Noble Pines.  The City and School are partnering for the projects at Willand Pond and Noble Pines. Each project brings approx. 50 volunteers for 6 hours of work to complete the work as one big team making a difference in the community.  We are optimistic that all of the projects will be approved for the Thursday, September 17 event!  

4. American Red Cross Blood Drive. The City is hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive on Friday, August 28th in the Council Chambers from 9:00am – 2:00pm. 

B. Attachments:
1. City Attorney Certifications (6).
2. Department Head Monthly Reports.
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