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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

       Somersworth, NH 

       November 9, 2015 

       7:00 P.M. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Her Honor, the Acting Mayor, Jennifer Soldati, and 

upon roll call the following Council members were present:  Pepin, Dumont, McCallion, 

Tapscott, Witham, and Sprague.  Councilors Messier and Collins were excused. 

 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

 

MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 19, 2015 

 

Councilor Tapscott, seconded by Councilor Pepin, made a motion to accept the minutes.  

The motion passed unanimously.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY CITY COUNCILORS 

 

Councilor McCallion said, for any booster club in the city, parents, and those interested,  

the Recreation Committee will hold a brainstorming session in council chambers at 

5:30pm on Thursday Nov 12
th

.  This is for all organizations to create some sort of unity.   

 

Councilor Tapscott said that the Veterans Ceremony will be held on Wednesday, 

November 11
th

, 7:00pm at the American legion. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

The Clerk read a letter received from Arnie Tarr regarding the Comcast Cable TV, 

Internet and Voice Charges. 

 

To:  Somersworth City Council 
        Cable TV Franchising Authority 
From:  Arnie Tarr 
Date: November 1, 2015 
Subject:  Comcast Cable TV, Internet, and Voice Charges 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
In the hopes that your committee has some control over charges for the 
subject services, I report that the Comcast Company has notified me 
that they will be adding a “DVR Equipment” charge of $10.00 per month 
plus fees to my current bill. 
 
They already have a $10.00 per month fee for “Anyroom DVR Services” 
on my bill which I assumed covered everything involved with the DVR 



2 

 

service including the equipment.  There was never any distinction as to 
service versus equipment before the current notice came out.   
Do you have any control over how and when they apply these charges?  
Is there any consideration where a $10.00 per month charge for 
equipment would end when the equipment is paid for? A $10.00 per 
month charge adds up to $120 per year and looks like it just goes on 
with no end.  Note they do the same thing with their Digital Adapter at 
$2.99 per month. 
 
Would appreciate if the committee could look into this issue and report 
through local media on anything that could affect the action taken by 
Comcast.  I am sure many other Comcast customers in Somersworth 
may be looking at the same issue I have described here. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Arnie Tarr, 6 Francoeur Drive, Somersworth, NH 03878 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT 

 

Mayor Hilliard is in Israel on an educational seminar that is not being paid for with tax 

payer dollars. The trip is being sponsored by the American Israel Education Foundation.     

 

Somersworth has lost its oldest citizen, Doris Haden, who was 105 years old.  She was 

one of the original founders of the Summersworth Historical Society.  Somersworth is 

noted throughout the state for its historical museum.  It is something to be proud of.  

Condolences to family and friends of Doris Haden. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – Councilor Witham said they discussed the sale of the Nards 

parking lot off of Constitutional way.  The City Solicited bids months ago.  City rebid.  2 

bids were received; one for $81,000 from Julie Grasso and Brendon O’Brien, and another 

for $15,500 from Jeff Pratt.  After discussion of the easements, the abutters were notified, 

and the Finance Committee moved forward with the sale of the parking lot.  He will 

request that council suspend council rules to move on this tonight.  Ms. Grasso was at the 

Finance Committee Meeting and she indicated that it was to provide more parking for 

tenants. She also indicated that she plans to increase security in the area with the use of 

security cameras on that parcel. 

Blackwater Road pump station upgrade, with regard to engineering; Council has awarded 

the project to Underwood Engineers.  The scope of the project changed regarding some 

HVAC work.  Cost has gone up by about $7,500.  A resolution is on the agenda for 

tonight. 



3 

 

At the prior meeting, they had approved the purchase of a Ford Transit Van for the water 

distribution staff.  It failed to include the shelving and other needs.  The Committee 

unanimously approved the expenditure for that. 

There was discussion about Rocky Hill Road Standpipe tower to add a mixer to the tank 

in the amount of $35,300, to keep the water moving in the tank. This helps with water 

quality. It is within the budget and the committee unanimously moved forward with 

authorizing the spending. 

The City Manager started a discussion about an Emergency generator for City Hall.  This 

would be funded largely through the Cable Franchise agreement.  It is not to keep the 

entire building operable, but more valuable for a wide scale City emergency.  If City Hall 

loses power, the email and server is down and immobilizes us to use media, making the 

city unable to push out emergency information for residents.  It basically immobilizes the 

city from the ability to use media to spread emergency information, like evacuation and 

emergency shelter information.  The Committee found no objection to the City 

Manager’s idea, and he will be moving forward with getting a quote and bringing it 

forward for action. 

They then reviewed the Elderly Exemption, Resolution 5:16, he encourages them to 

remove from this from the table and act on this this evening.  There were a number of 

amendments were suggested by City Staff that will need to be reviewed. 

The Finance Director reported that the City budget is on track.  The winter months can 

have a negative impact on the budget, as well as Firefighters on overtime.  There have 

been some out on leave, which can increase the overtime of others. 

Councilor Witham said he read about the consumer price index as it relates to the tax cap. 

As the City Manager and his staff start preparing the fiscal year budget, the consumer 

price index for the city of Laconia is a 0 or a negative number.  These numbers are real 

and the preparation of the budget is a daunting task. 

 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS – Councilor Soldati said the primary purpose of their 

last meeting was to review and get a staff update of employees and staffing throughout 

the city.  They city is doing well, with most of the full time positions being filled.  The 

City recently hired a welfare director and about to bring on a new PW director.  The 

superfund project manager position has been eliminated.  Those duties fell to the City 

Manager and is doing quite well. 

The Administrative Code or personnel rules have residency requirements for some city 

positions.  This has hamstrung us in several ways.  Other cities require residency within a 

certain mileage of the city.  The committee recommended that they authorize the City 

Manager to impose a 30 mile residency restriction.  This will be voted on tonight. 

The committee also discussed the vacation time offered to Department Heads.  

Professionals are being offered 1 week of vacation time.  The committee recommends 

that they wave the requirement in regard to the Public Works Director.  These policies 

need to be reviewed. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Councilor McCallion said the committee spoke about 

the parking lot up for vote tonight.  They also discussed Code Enforcement updates 

throughout the city.  They city is being cleaned up.  They are looking into inspections for 

multifamily homes.  They talked about the TIF District, and possibly doing a workshop to 

education the City Council on some of the TIF District projects that have been done 
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throughout the state. We put a nice investment into the downtown, so as we move 

through Main Street and onto Indigo Hill Road, we want to make sure we do it in a 

planned way. Not able to do this under our tax cap, so we need to get educated on TIF.  

They got an update on Chabot’s Dairy.  They thought it was sold a while back and they 

thought by now, it would look better.  But they are waiting on the title, and it just takes 

time. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES, CITY OFFICERS AND CITY MANAGER 

 

SCHOOL BOARD.  Councilor Pepin said they saw a presentation from principals about 

sexual abuse; how to recognize it and how to handle it throughout our schools.  They had 

an RFQ for food services and approved café services for another year. 

 

COAST BUS. Councilor Pepin reported there was a reduction of passengers since the .50 

cent increase.  There was a 17% drop at the beginning.  It is now 10% below the average. 

Coast Bus does an activity called the Pease Commuters Challenge to encourage more 

people to use Coast Bus.  There were 60 more people this year than last year.  This could 

help alleviate some of the traffic problem.   

 

PARADE COMMITTEE. Councilor Dumont reported that the committee is progressing 

with the purchase of banners and brackets to go on the polls. They are planning a good 

event this year.  The Gala after the parade will be fantastic.  They are still finalizing 

details. 

 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMITTEE. Councilor Dumont shared that he attended an 

HDC workshop to discuss fences in the HDC.  Rock walls, less than 4 feet are allowed, 

etc., but chain link fencing is an automatic refusal.  There is already a large amount of 

chain fence in the HDC including Hilltop School.  If, at the federal level, the fence is a 

consideration,…  they are still thinking about it.  Two people could have chain link fence, 

and others are not allowed.  It’s a very difficult thing.  It was discussed that there were a 

lot of things that were there before the HDC was created and have continued since.  

There was an applicant for vinyl siding over asbestos siding.  For the health of the people, 

removing the siding is the important thing to do.  But very costly; over $20,000 just to 

remove the asbestos. Councilor Dumont is trying to help people see what struggles the 

members of the HDC face with people who are sincere about their properties.  It is 

important to the owners of 50 Maple Street that they recreate their house in the era it was 

built. There is materials there and the intent is to restore the home to the original.  The 

application that was approved is to restore the home to how it looked in the 1850’s.  The 

property owner also has an application in for the 79E, tax benefit.  The HDC is trying to 

educate the people about the benefit of being in the HDC. 

Councilor Sprague asked the question, how would the house/homeowner benefit from the 

79E, rewarding people for not taking care of their property.  There wouldn’t be a change 

to the assessment just because they paint or upgrade. 

There is an application process.  Each applicant has to come to council.  The house may 

be more valuable after the restoration.  He is takin the city up on the offer. 
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PLANNING BOARD.  Councilor Witham stated that the board approved the application 

for Staples to move in to Tri City Plaza.  The site plan includes a complete renovation, 

interior and exterior, and an addition on the rear for storage and deliveries.  This plan was 

approved unanimously by the Planning Board. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE.  Councilor Soldati reported, lost its chair several 

months ago, due to a move out of the area.  The Committee elected Scott Orzenchousku 

as the new chair.  The committee is going through reorganization, and is looking for new 

members.  Please contact the Mayor if you are interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 TO:  Mayor Dana Hilliard and City Council Members 

 

 FROM: Robert M. Belmore, City Manager   

 

 DATE: Friday, November 6, 2015 

  

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report for Monday, November 9, 2015 

              City Council Agenda 

  

 

 

Lay on the Table (under Section 12 of Agenda) 

 

A. Ordinance No. 24-15 Amend Chapter 13, Police Offenses, Section 3.G, Permits 

and Reserved Parking (Re-referred to the Public Safety Committee).  Attached is a 

copy of a memorandum from Chief Crombie regarding parking permit procedures 

presently in effect. 

 

B. Resolution No. 5-16 Elderly Tax Exemption (Referred to Finance Committee).  

Attached is a memorandum from Director Dave Sharples explaining some changes made 

to this Resolution.  These changes were reviewed at the November 3
rd

 Finance 

Committee meeting and accepted.  The City Attorney has also approved the language. 

CITY OF SOMERSWORTH 
Office of the City Manager 
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This Resolution is written to be effective next year, therefore, the tax impact would not 

be realized this fiscal year. The projected tax rate impact if adopted is 0.03 cents.  

 

Unfinished Business (under Section 13 of Agenda) 

 

Resolutions 

 

A. Resolution No. 10-16 To Authorize the City Manager to Contract with 

Dubois and King of Bedford, NH for General Engineering Services.  The Public 

Works & Environment Committee has accepted this recommendation.  Dubois & King 

presently provides plan review services for the Planning Board.   The funding for 

Engineering Services is in the Public Works Department budget, presently it is funded at 

$50,000.  The City will transition from CMA Engineering to Dubois & King Engineering 

over the next couple of months should Council approve this Resolution. 

B. Resolution No. 11-16 Authorizing the City Manager to Enter into a Grant 

Agreement with the United States Department of Justice COPS Hiring Program to 

Add One Additional Police Officer.   If approved, the Grant requires the City to keep 

the position fully funded for an additional twelve (12) months after the Grant period ends.  

Should a new police officer be hired for six (6) months of this fiscal year the City’s share 

would be approximately $10,000. 

 

C. Resolution No. 12-16 Adopting the Recommendations of the Mayor’s Task 

Force as Somersworth’s Master Plan for Addressing the Heroin Crisis. 

 

New Business (under Section 14 of Agenda) 

 

Resolutions 

 

A. Resolution No. 14-16 City Council to Award the Bid for the Purchase of a City 

Owned Parking Lot off Constitutional Way (A.K.A. Nard’s Parking Lot).  Attached 

are the Two (2) bids received from the Nard’s Request for Bids.   Finance Committee and 

Economic Development Committee met on this Resolution at their last meeting on 

November 3
rd

 and unanimously agreed to recommend the Grasso and O’Brien bid of 

$81,000.  Council may want to suspend Council Rules and act on this since this has been 

vetted out and gone through very thoroughly at prior meetings as well as going through a 

public bidding process.   

 

B. Resolution No. 15-16 Authorize the City Manager to Amend the Contract with 

Underwood Engineers of Portsmouth, NH to Provide Additional Engineering for 

Improvements to the Blackwater Road Sewer Pump Station.   Finance Committee 

met on this Resolution at their November 3
rd

 meeting.  Because of the additional HVAC 

improvements that have been added to the project scope the Finance Committee supports 

this Amendment.  Attached is a copy of the proposed Contract Amendment. 

 

Other 

 

A. City Council Certification of Return of Votes for 11/05/13 Municipal Election.  
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B. Vote to Temporarily Waive Section 29.3.5 of Chapter 29, Administrative Code, 

Requiring the Director of Public Works & Utilities to Reside Within the City and to 

Authorize the City Manager to Impose a 30 Mile Residency Requirement for this 

Position.   Government Operations Committee met at their November 4
th

 meeting and 

supports this 30 mile Residency Requirement.  Attached is a copy of the Administrative 

Code section regarding residency. 

 

C. Vote to Waive Section 7.6.2 of Chapter 4, Personnel Rules & Regulations, For the 

Purpose of Recruiting a New Director of Public Works & Utilities and to Authorize 

the City Manager to Negotiate an Appropriate Annual Leave/Vacation Hire Credit.  

Government Operations Committee met at their November 4
th

 meeting and supports this 

Annual Leave/Vacation flexibility in order to assist in recruiting the best available 

candidates. Attached is a copy of the Personnel Rules section regarding vacation for non-

union city employees. 

 

City Manager’s Items (under section 10 of Agenda)  

 

A. Information Items: 

 

1. Comcast Cable Renewal.   Comcast has notified the City of its desire to start 

renewal proceedings pursuant to the Federal Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984.  

I have attached a copy of the Comcast letter to the City entitled “Commencement of 

Renewal Process”.  Unless otherwise directed, I will be engaging special Legal Counsel 

to represent and guide the City in the renewal process.  The City has successfully 

engaged Attorneys Kate Miller and Rob Ciandella from DTC legal firm during the last 

renewal process.  Our current Cable Television Franchise Agreement Terms is 6/18/2013 

to 6/17/2018. 

 

2. Malley Farm Property.  The City received one (1) proposal for the re-use of the 

former Malley Farm Boys Home site owned by the City.  Sober Sisters Recovery has 

proposed to lease the property for $5.00 per year for twenty (20) years.  I will be 

coordinating a meeting with the appropriate Committee Chair/s to review this proposal.  

Attached is a copy of the proposal received from Sober Sisters Recovery. 

 

3. FEMA Grant.  The City successfully applied for and received Grant 

reimbursement funds for City disaster response expenses for the January 2015 Severe 

Winter Storm/Snowstorm.  The City received funds on November 3
rd

.  The Funding 

breakdown was $28,091 towards City expenses and $27,255 towards the School 

Department expenses.  Attached is a copy of the letter notifying the City of the funds 

awarded. 

 

B. Attachments: 

 

1. City Attorney Certifications Three (3). 

2. Department Head Reports. 
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Councilor Sprague asked why the school got the funds when we foot the bill.  City 

Manager Belmore said they paid out of their funds to assist the city. 

Councilor Mccallion asked if it would go back in to the general fund, and the answer was, 

yes, it would go back into the general fund, since we are in a new fiscal year and new 

budget. 

 

 

NOMINATIONS, APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS. 

NONE 

 

LAY ON TABLE. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-15 AMEND CHAPTER 13, POLICE OFFENSES, SECTION 

3.G, PERMIT AND RESERVED PARKING, (RE-REFERRED TO THE PUBLIC 

SAFETY COMMITTEE) 

 

A motion was made by Councilor Pepin, seconded by Councilor Witham, to remove 

Ordinance 24-15 from the table.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Councilor Pepin said this ordinance came to the Public Safety Committee twice to see 

about the fees for parking.  The 2 places were in front of Queensbury Mill, which is $20 a 

week, and the Plaza, which is $5 a year.  After a long discussion, the committee came up 

with a $10 a week fee.  The Council rejected the amount and sent it back to committee.  

It’s been tabled since.  He hopes to come to a conclusion and pass this ordinance this 

evening. 

 

Councilor Witham said it’s time to put this issue to bed.  He said it is grossly inconsistent 

with the application process.  No services, no shoveling, or sanding at Queensbury Mill, 

at $20 a month…  In the plaza, $5 a year, and its plowed, swept, striped, lighted.  We 

were grossly inconsistent in the way we applied permit fees.  At least, the ordinance, as 

we have it in front of us, is consistent at $10 a month.   It’s fair at $120 a year.  He think 

it needs to be more than that.   

 

Councilor Witham would like to amend that it is $20 a month, across the board for all 

permitted parking spaces, seconded by Pepin.   

City Manager Belmore said, just to be clear, let’s review the ordinance.  Councilor 

Witham said on Ordinance 24:15, he proposes that it be amended to say, “A fee of $20.00 

per month will be charged.” 

In section 1, remove “and replace the amount of $20 with the amount of $10.” 

In section 2, remove “and delete the amount of $20 with the amount of $10.” 

In section 3, replace $10.00 with $20.00 in the last sentence. 

As well as replacing $10.00 with $20.00 in the clarification language at the bottom of the 

ordinance. 

 

Councilor McCallion asked if anyone knew how many people this will this effect at the 

Plaza. 
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A motion was made by Councilor McCallion, seconded by Councilor Witham to wave 

council rules, to allow the Chief of Police to speak on this matter.   

Chief Crombie said presently, down at the bridge, there are 11 parking places.  There are 

22 units at the Plaza Terrace, with about 10-12 parking spots.  Then you have parking for 

the liquor store, and other shops.  There are also a few residents that live near the 

Chamber who have parking permits.  There are about 30 paid permit parking spaces, 

total. 

 

Councilor McCallion asked what the requirements were.  Chief Crombie said they just 

need to apply.  There are only a few spots available.   

 

Councilor McCallion said he is all for being consistent, but going up 1000%.  Go up from 

$5 to $240 a year is a large jump.  Suggested that we go up gradually.   

 

Councilor Witham said the benefit of the plaza parking is with the snow parking 

emergency do not have to move and it is maintained.  Plaza Terrace does not have to 

move their vehicles. Those who work at the liquor store, etc., have to move.  There is free 

on street parking on main street, if people so choose. 

 

Voice vote to Amend Ordinance 24-15, 6 yays, one opposed. 

 

A motion to adoption Ordinance 24-15 as amended, was made by Councilor Witham, 

seconded by Councilor Tapscott.  Ordinance was adopted by Roll Call Vote, 5-2, with 

Coulcilors Soldati and McCallion opposed. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 5-16 ELDERLY TAX EXEMPTION (REFERRED TO FINANCE 

COMMITTEE) 

 

A motion was made by Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Pepin, to remove 

Resolution 5-16 from the table.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

A motion was made by Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Pepin, made a motion 

to amend, as read, and accept the Resolution. 

 

Councilor Dumont asked for clarification on item 5, it was the wrong citation.  Councilor 

Sprague said it was the wrong citation because it has been amended several times by the 

state.  This will catch up with the current State RSA.  

 

A vote for the amendment of Resolution 5-16, was unanimous. 

 

Councilor McCallion asked if we currently require this documentation at time of 

application.  City Manager Belmore said, yes. 

 

Councilor Dumont thanked the Finance Committee for doing their due diligence with 

this. It has been in committee for a while.  He is pleased with the surrounding 
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communities.  Some people estimate that the amount of benefactors, approximate 60 

property owners, is in line with the other communities.  He is in full support of this. 

 

Councilor Witham said it was necessary to clean this up and he thanked everyone for 

their patience.  It will have about a .03 increase in the tax rate.  It was interesting to note 

that not everybody will take advantage of the exemption.  Sometimes their pride simply 

gets in the way of the tax relief. 

 

Councilor Sprague thanked Councilor Dumont for bringing this to the Councils attention.  

It is something that should be looked at every 2-3 years.  Three cents is not a bother, 

because it is a shifting of the burden.  The elderly helped grow this community and is not 

impact on the school system.   

 

Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Tapscott, moved for the adoption of 

Resolution 5-16, as amended.  Passed by Roll Call Vote, unanimous.  

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 10-16 TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO CONTRACT 

WITH DUBOIS AND KING OF BEDFORD, NH FOR GENERAL ENGINEERING 

SERVICES 

 

Councilor Witham said Dubois and King have been selected at the Planning Board level.  

This remains a consistent agency which is an interesting approach. 

 

Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Pepin, made a motion to adopt the 

Resolution, by Roll Call Vote with all in favor.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 11-16 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO 

A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE COPS HIRING PROGRAM TO ADD ONE ADDITIONAL POLICE 

OFFICER. 

 

A motion made by Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Dumont, to adopt 

Resolution No. 11-16, by Roll Call vote.  All in favor. 

 

Councilor Witham said he hoped they would have a unanimous vote.  The city is in need 

of additional boots on the ground for our Police Department.  They are very busy. There 

is need for more than one, maybe 4, 5, or 6.  The reality is, there is a balance in what we 

do here, and it is incredibly difficult because of the tax cap.  He is in full support of this 

resolution. 

 

Councilor Pepin said this was brought up at the Public Safety Committee, and the 

committee is not against hiring another police officer, but they are concerned about the 
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budget and tax cap.  Concerned about funding.  We all felt that they need the additional 

police officer, but putting the burden on the tax payer is another thing that came up. 

 

Councilor Sprague stated that the committee shouldn’t be looking at fiscal needs. They 

need to look at the overall need and bring it forward to the full council.  No committee 

should not bring something forward because of the fiscal impact.  That is for the Finance 

Committee and full Council to decide on.  There is a heroin epidemic, the drug task force 

is not fully funded, and there are a lot of needs; this will take bodies.  More pairs of boots 

on the ground.  He is in full support. 

 

Councilor Dumont said he is in agreement with what has been said. There is the short 

term approach and the long term.  There are two things to be proud of.  Somersworth 

took a leadership role in identifying the problem; establishing the drug task force.  .  

We’ve got to be able to deliver the boots on the ground, because if we don’t, then we 

need to look at the long term expense.  We should not be worried about money, the real 

concern is the society and saving the community the burden of finances further down the 

road as the epidemic grows.  Because of our leadership, we have motivated the rest of the 

state.  He is proud of the leadership role and of the Somersworth Police Department, and 

what they do with what we have.  The vote should be unanimous from this board. 

 

Councilor Witham said he cannot disagree, however, we cannot lose sight of how busy 

the Police Department is, notwithstanding the current heroin epidemic became an issue.  

This has added to the case load, overdoses, and crime to fund the habit.  Many things are 

tied to the need to fund this.  It is important to look at this in a much broader perspective. 

 

Councilor Pepin said he just wanted to make himself clear when he said they are for the 

manpower, with the Public Safety committee, they need to look at budget, supplying the 

gear, cruiser… it is looking at what is involved in keeping another person on the street.  

Need to look at the equipment.  It would hate like heck to put somebody on the patrol and 

not give them the adequate tools to do the job.  It’s not just manpower, but everything 

else.  He is for the extra police officer and we probably need 5-6 more, but tax payers 

cannot afford it.  Many things contribute to it… We need more firefighters, but cannot 

afford it.  We lost 7 positions in the school department last year, because of tax cap.  It’s 

not that the committee didn’t think we needed the police officer, but there is a lot more 

than just putting a body on the police force. 

 

The motion to adopt the Resolution 11-16 passed, unanimously by Roll Call Vote. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-16 ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

MAYOR’S TASK FORCE AS SOMERSWORTH’S MASTER PLAN FOR 

ADDRESSING THE HERION CRISIS. 

 

A motion made by Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Tapscott, to adopt 

Resolution No. 12-16, by Roll Call vote.  All in favor. 

 

Councilor Witham said he believed it was at the September Meeting of the Drug Task 

Force that the Mayor attended, the conversation evolved around “Where do we go from 
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here?”  The Task Force was due to sun set.  It was decided to set this as a master plan to 

tackle the problem.  The new council could continue with the “roadmap”, and wouldn’t 

have to start all over. 

 

The motion to adopt the Resolution 12-16 passed, unanimously by Roll Call Vote. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 14-16 CITY COUNCIL TO AWARD THE BID FOR THE 

PURCHASE OF A CITY OWNED PARKING LOT OFF CONSTITUTIONAL WAY 

(A.K.A. NARD’S PARKING LOT). 

 

Somersworth, NH 

November 9, 2015 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Somersworth adopted Resolution 33-15 

authorizing the City Manager to solicit bids to sell this property with certain easements and 

conditions, and 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution 33-15 requires the City Manager to present the bids received to the 

City Council for their consideration and vote, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City received two bids and the City Manager presented them to the 

Finance Committee and Economic Development Committee and recommends awarding the 

bid to Julie Grasso and Brendan O’Brien of North Hampton, NH for the bid price of 

$81,000 (Eighty One Thousand dollars), and 

 

WHEREAS, the Finance Committee reviewed the bids with the City Manager and supports 

the recommendation, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Committee reviewed the bids with the City 

Manager supports the recommendation, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SOMERSWORTH THAT the City shall award the bid for the purchase of a city owned 

parking lot on Constitutional Way (a.k.a. Nard’s Parking Lot) to Julie Grasso and Brendan 

O’Brien of North Hampton, NH for the bid price of $81,000 (Eighty One Thousand 

dollars), and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the City Manager is authorized to consult with the 

City Attorney and execute all documents to transfer ownership of this property with all 

applicable easements and conditions as required by Resolution 33-15, and take any other 

action determined to be in the best interest of the City. 

  

Introduced by Councilor 

 

David Witham 

Jon McCallion 

Dale Sprague 

       Jennifer Soldati 
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       Martin Pepin 

       Martin Dumont, Sr. 

 

Approved: 

 

City Attorney 

 

 

 

Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor McCallion moved to suspend council rules for 

a second reading of Resolution 14-16.  The motion carried a unanimous vote. 

 

The Clerk read the Resolution a second time. 

 

Councilor Witham, moved for the adoption, seconded by McCallion.  Passed 

unanimously by Roll Call Vote. 

 

 
RESOLUTION 15-16  AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO AMEND THE 

CONTARCT WITH UNDERWOOD ENGINEERS OF PORTSMOUTH, NH TO 

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL ENGINEERING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 

BLACKWATER ROAD SEWER PUMP STATION. 

 

Somersworth, NH  

November 9, 2015 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of  Somersworth adopted resolution 26-15 to 

contract with Underwood Engineers to design the plans and provide the bid specifications 

for the rehabilitation of the Blackwater Road sewer pump station, and  

 

WHEREAS, the project design requires an increased scope to design heating and 

ventilation improvements not anticipated with the original contract, and 

 

WHEREAS, Underwood Engineers provided the City a cost to increase the scope of the 

contract for an amount not to exceed $7,500 (Seven Thousand Five Hundred dollars), 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SOMERSWORTH THAT the City Manager is authorized to amend the contract with 

Underwood Engineers to provide additional engineering services for improvements to the 

Blackwater Road sewer pump station at a cost not to exceed $7,500 (Seven Thousand Five 

Hundred dollars) and take any and all other such actions relative to this project determined 

to be in the best interest of the City. 

 

Introduced by Councilor; 

 

David Witham 

Dale Sprague 

Jennifer Soldati 

Martin Pepin 

Approved 

 

City Attorney 
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Note: Resolution 26-15 authorized the City Manager to enter into a contract with 

Underwood   Engineers for an amount not to exceed $60,000. This resolution will 

increase the contract authorization to an amount not to exceed $67,500. 

 

 

This will remain in first reading.  

 

 

OTHER: 

 

City Council Certification of Return of Votes for 11/03/2015 Municipal Election.  

 

The vote to certify the Return of Votes passed 6-1, with Councilor Witham Opposed. 

 

 

Vote to Temporarily Waive Section 29.3.5 of Chapter 29, Administrative Code, 

Requiring the Director of Public Works & Utilities to Reside Within the City and to 

Authorize the City Manager to Impose a 30 Mile Residency Requirement for this 

Position. 

 

Councilor Sprague asked how long “temporarily” is?  Can this be defined? 

City Manager Belmore said the City Council has taken up this matter in the past.  The 

Administrative Code, which is part of the City Ordinance, says the department heads of 

Police, Fire and Public Works Departments are required to become residents of the city 

within 180 days of their appointment.  The approach has been to waive this section in 

order to search out qualified applicants and allow them to find housing within a certain 

parameter, based on response time and/or mileage.  The Government Operations 

Committee is suggesting a 30 mile residency requirement in regard to the next Public 

Works Director, to make it a permanent change with a future ordinance change to the 

Administrative Code. 

 

Councilor McCallion said as he reads it, “temporarily” means, for this position and this 

offer.  He thinks the person should have to pay taxes here, but he has heard others are 

qualified, and are established in other communities.  He feels the department heads 

should have a stake in the game and be part of the community, working in the community 

and towards a better community.  But there are those who live outside of your community 

who can bring a certain skillset to our community.  We also have those who live within 

our community that hold positions outside of our community.  He changed his mind and 

was torn.  He supports this decision for this position. 

 

Councilor Witham said he is in favor of it for this position.  The city needs to attract and 

retain the most qualified candidate that it can.  They have struggled to maintain quality 

staff, particularly at the department head level, due in part to the system.  Living in town 

is not a necessity.  It was put into Administrative Code, way back when, largely because 

of response time.  There are places within Somersworth that are further away than Dover.  

Technology wasn’t what it is today.  We now have better communication.  He is in favor 

of temporarily lifting the residency requirement. 
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Councilor Sprague said he is having a hard time with the word “temporarily”.  If a person 

has 180 days to obtain residency, are we temporarily waiving it for 6 months, 12 months.  

I don’t think it is clear to the public, what we are trying to do.  We want to permanently 

waive this for the next hire.  The Committee will look into permanence in the 

Administrative Code.  But the word “temporarily” is not defined with what we are voting. 

 

Councilor Soldati stated, as a former English teacher, the word “temporarily” should be 

removed.   

 

Councilor McCallion, said to strike the word “temporarily”, seconded by Councilor 

Tapscott.  All in favor.   

 

Voice vote to approve as amended.  All in favor.   

 

 

Vote to Waive Section 7.6.2 of Chapter 4, Personnel Rules & Regulations, For the 

Purpose of Recruiting a New Director of Public Works & Utilities and to Authorize the 

City Manager to Negotiate an Appropriate Annual Leave/Vacation Hire Credit. 

 

Councilor Witham said what was previously discussed is germane to this. 

 

Councilor McCallion said if we were only giving a week vacation, one week is not 

enough to attract a lot of professionals.  He did not know that the city only offered one 

week for a new hire until this discussion.   

 

Councilor Soldati said Government Operations will be looking into this further.  She 

thinks many of the Councilors were not aware of this and clearly that hasn’t been 

amended for a long time.   

 

Voice vote to approved, all in favor. 

 

 

CLOSING COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

 

Councilor Sprague thanked the voters who voted for him at the last election.  It was a 

little disheartening about some comments in social media, by people who do not know 

him, have never talked to him, or know his opinion on some things.  A lot of people walk 

around this community and claim to hold the banner for progression and how the city 

should be acting.  They try to be righteous in their words, but when they do other things, 

they are not. Those people know who they are.  He is not one to get on to social media 

and buying into it.  It’s a low form of social hiding.  The new council needs to work 

together.  There was a low turnout of voters at this election.  Very important and he is 

looking forward to the next 2 years.  He said he has been very tame with his comments 

over the past 6 years towards some things that have happened, and comments that have 

been made in this community.  He does not intend to be timid, so tune in.   
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George Poulin at the Historical Society, he cannot say enough about them.  He visits, 

usually during the open house, and he is mesmerized for about 3 hours with the history 

and pictures and what has been collected.  Hats off to the Society.   

Heroin Epidemic is real and the City has made strides and has made the State to take 

notice.  The Governor called for a special session next Wednesday.  He applauds the 

Governor, the Executive Council and especially the Mayor and Councilor Witham with 

the Drug Task Force and a lot others for all they have done.  We are not done yet.  There 

is still a lot of work to do. 

 

Councilor Witham shared that Paul Spellman passed away last week.  He was mayor for 

a short time, he was a fine man, and as a Mayor, he deserves our respect.  The City 

suffered the second fatal fire this year.  The fatalities remind us of our need to be diligent 

in our homes.  The Fire Chief has pledged to get the word out.  Check the smoke 

detectors within your home.   Get carbon monoxide detectors as well.  Contact the fire 

department for guidance and information regarding fire prevention. 

In the newspaper late last week, was an article about the GE Meter Business being sold.  

There are not many details yet but he is not terribly worried about it.  The details will be 

worked out.  But 30-40 years ago, this would have caused a lot more trepidation.  The 

City has diversified greatly over the years.  Although it is a big building and employs 

many people in the downtown.  This community will not go away if the factory goes 

away.  This is something residents need to be mindful of, but not alarmed about.  City 

staff is trying to get more information, and we will be updated as needed. 

Thank you to those who showed their support on Election Day.  He had conversations 

with a couple of residents about Christmas lights.  He has come to learn that we will be 

getting banners and all that, but there needs to be lights.  When finance voted to spend the 

money, it was for lights and banners.   Residents and businesses want lights. 

Lastly, this past summer during the renovation of the noble Pines Ballfield, they came 

across some of the original documentation from 1948, and the chain linked backstop was 

erected in 1948.  So chain linked fences have been in the Historic District for many years; 

at least going back to 1948. 

 

Councilor Tapscott just wanted to pass on that the memo from Comcast referred to the 

City of Somersworth, as the Town of Somersworth.  Whoever sent the memo should be 

notified that Somersworth is City, not a town.   

 

Councilor Soldati, said, as a Councilor, she wants to thank the voters for coming out and 

voting.   And remind everyone that we have a primary election coming up.  She said she 

really wants to congratulate the City Clerk’s office for a job well done.  Trish Harris is 

our new City Clerk and this was our first election.  It’s a big job, but we have an even 

bigger one coming up with the primary.  Congratulations to Trish and the whole office 

for doing a great job.  The City Wards are desperately in need of pole workers.  

Councilor Soldati said she has worked the poles for several years, and it is actually fun.  

You get to see your neighbors.  You will receive a small stipend.  Contact the City 

Clerk’s office if you would be willing to work on Election Day. 

 

Councilor Pepin also thanked the voters.  He said he wondered why there was such a low 

turnout of voters, because this election probably affects local citizens more than many 
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other elections, because you pay taxes, ride up our roads, and he wonders why people 

can’t take a little extra time to come out and vote.  He stood out all day, holding his little 

white sign.  He does it for two reasons; one is to support his wife and the other is, it gives 

him a chance to speak with the public.  He had one tax payer complain about the small 

cemetery on High Street which needs to be taken care of.  He would like city staff to look 

at that.  He is not sure if this would be a good location for an Adopt-a-Spot, but that is 

another option.   

He apologized about getting a little hot about the Police Officer.  Being a former City 

employee, he knows how hard they work.  When he was on the fire department, they had 

to increase the manpower, but they struggled, because of overtime or people getting hurt.  

So now, when he looks at the budget, we need to look at the whole ball.  There is always 

a vacancy.  If not one (vacancy), then two.  We need to look at how we buy the stuff the 

officers need and how it affect the tax payers. 

 

Councilor Dumont thanked all who came out to vote, especially Ward 3.  He read that the 

State is looking at recommending that the off year election be eliminated.  He doesn’t 

thing the State is in favor of that, but he thinks some of the representatives are in favor of 

it. 

He stated he wanted to echo what Councilor Witham said regarding fire safety, and in 

addition, he thinks they need to start talking about single family residences and how to 

make them safer for the residents.  Live free or die. Sometimes, based on the decisions 

we make, we get the latter alternative. Sprinklers are making a decision about the safety 

of those who live in that house.  It’s time to make a change with the new construction in 

our town. 

He got a couple calls about the infrastructure on Green Street.  The sidewalks are in 

disrepair that people are tripping and falling.  Code Enforcement looked at it and will 

bring something back to the city. 

Election results; congratulation to the two young women who will be joining the City 

Council, and to the two veterans.  He believes it is wonderful and this will be a new 

dynamic.  And congratulations to those who were not elected.  It takes a lot of effort to 

ask for votes. 

He noticed that the memorial for Marcel Hebert was completed at Ward 3.  There will be 

a dedication ceremony when the Mayor returns. 

Condolences to the family of Mayor Paul Speller.  He was a gentleman and part of the 

old shoe shop regime. 

Thanks to City Manager for taking an active approach with the Comcast contract.  We are 

in the Boston market and do not get the French Heritage Channel.  He hopes we could get 

Comcast to finally understand that the Portland market is closer than the Boston Market.   

Mayor McLin wanted the History channel for years at premium price.  He doesn’t think 

anyone would object to watching the Portland channels.  He thinks Comcast should grant 

a concession.  He looks forward to working with the Mayor on this. 

The Police Department, it’s the next step, he was happy to hear about this tonight.  He 

said everyone has worked very hard with High Street and Market Street.  It looks good. 

And he is ecstatic about that. 

And finally, with GE, he is the eternal optimist.  He got excited when he heard the news 

because every challenge in life, when approached from an opportunity standpoint, is a 
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success for all, when we don’t take opportunities and expand on them, is when all fail.  

SO this is a wonderful opportunity. 

 

Councilor McCallion said we should be proud of High School football for playoffs, 

volley ball and the 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade football for making it into the championship.  Hats 

off to all of the community recreation people who are doing a very good job with the 

programs.  He thanked all of  the voters for coming out.  He spoke to many people on 

Election Day and many gave him advice, good and bad, which made him think.  He 

handed out his card, which had a list of things he stood for; one of which, was to take GE 

by eminent domain.  People said he was crazy, but they haven’t done anything. So when 

he read this in the paper, he thought it was remarkable, because some company will come 

in and work better with the city.  Another thing that was on his card was to eliminate 

absentee landlords and clean up the properties.  The third thing was to put in a state of the 

art community center.  When you go to other communities and see the facilities that they 

have, you think, why don’t we have this.  We need a vision; a master plan like other 

communities. 

We need better recreation programs, better availability of sports and clubs to keep kids 

involved so they don’t go down a bad path.  Back in the day, everybody kind of knew 

each other, and we’ve gotten away from that.  We need to get back to a sense of 

community.  He has 2 years, and will be working 10 times as hard.  He is very optimistic. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  

 

Councilor Dumont, seconded by Councilor Pepin, made a motion to adjourn.  The 

meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.    

 

 

      

__________________________________________ 

Trish Harris, City Clerk 

 

  

________________________________________  

Jennifer G. Soldati, Acting Mayor    

 


