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MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

       Somersworth, NH 

       September 8, 2015 

       7:00 P.M. 

 

The meeting was called to order by His Honor, the Mayor, and upon roll call the 

following Council members were present:  Pepin, Soldati, Dumont, McCallion, Messier, 

Tapscott, Witham and Sprague.  

 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING. 

 

MINUTES OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 08/17/2015 

 

Councilor Tapscott, seconded by Councilor Messier, made a motion to accept the 

minutes.  The motion passed. 

 

MINUTES PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 08/17/205 @6:45 PM, ORDINANCE 

NO. 2016. 

 

Councilor Pepin, seconded by Councilor Dumont, made a motion to accept the minutes.  

The motion passed. 

 

MINUTES PUBLIC HEARING HELD ON 08/17/205 @6:50 PM, ORDINANCE 

NO. 4-16. 

 

Councilor Tapscott, seconded by Councilor Pepin, made a motion to accept the minutes.  

The motion passed. 

 

COMMENTS BY VISITORS. 

 

John T. Kennedy, Cemetery Road, Ward 3, spoke about the recent employee pay raise 

that was approved by the Council on August 17
th

 and made retroactive to July 1
st
.  Mr. 

Kennedy has a problem with the City Council vote not being timely.  He believes that 

this breaks policy and hurts the City and that the City Council should force the City 

Manager to do the Fire (Department) contracts. He said that elected officials need to 

choose their words carefully. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY CITY COUNCILORS 

 

Councilor Soldati announced that that a Russian film crew is coming next month to 

document the story of Somersworth residents who moved to Russia in 1894, planning to 

work there for 5 years but stayed for 36.  Frederick Pray and Eleanor (Lord) Pray moved 

to Vladivostok, Russia with relatives and during that time Eleanor wrote more than 2000 

letters, now in the Library of Congress, chronicling the life and history of the Russian 
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town.  There will be a tribute on October 8
th

 at 11:00 am at the Forest Glade Cemetery 

where the Pray’s are buried.  The Mayor will attend and the public is welcome.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

 

REPORT TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ON FINDINGS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE DRUG USE TASK FORCE COMMITTEE, 

BY MR. STEVE MACKENZIE, CHAIR.  

 

In November, 2014, Mayor Hilliard appointed a special task force to study the worsening 

(heroin) crisis and to make recommendations to the City Council to address both the 

direct and ancillary problems associated with the crisis.  The organizational meeting was 

held on December 2, 2014 and then task force members sought to educate themselves by 

talking with people involved in every aspect of this epidemic. There was a public, 

community forum which further illustrated how personal and far reaching the problem is 

in this community.  After stating that “Ultimately, the question will not be can we afford 

to fight this epidemic, it will be can we afford not to.” Mr. MacKenzie introduced 

members of the Mayor’s Drug Use Task Force before presenting their findings to the 

Council and offered the “following recommendations … for consideration, adoption and 

implementation.”   

 

POWER POINT PRESENTATION 

 

 STATE OF EMERGENCY 

We recommend the City Council, perhaps in cooperation with our seacoast 

legislative delegation, urge Governor Maggie Hassan to declare a State of 

Emergency in New Hampshire with respect to the growing heroin crisis 

throughout our state. 

  

ACTIVE AND AGGRESSIVE ANTI-DRUG ENFORCEMENT—ADDING 

FOUR OFFICERS. 

Currently the Somersworth Police Department has one part-time drug 

enforcement officer. We need more police officers.  Drug use drives almost all 

other crime (see attached Foster’s article with statistics for the City of Rochester.) 

 

Mr. MacKenzie handed Councilors a copy of the article which appeared in Foster’s Daily 

Democrat on August 19
th

 with the headline “Property crimes in Rochester drop 32 

percent” written by Caitlin Andrews.  The article quotes Rochester officials who 

variously attribute the decrease in crimes to increased attention on preventing shoplifting, 

new downtown property owners who are improving buildings and more carefully 

screening tenants and increased police presence in the city with improved relationships 

and communication between residents and officers.  The police are also aggressively 

going after drug crimes. 

 

 PUT MORE PRESSURE ON ABSENTEE LANDLORDS. 
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 Pride in building ownership and residency strengthens neighborhoods.  The city 

currently has two full time inspectors/code enforcement officers, and the Fire 

Department is starting to do inspections also.  These inspectors should enforce 

property maintenance and life safety codes. 

 INSTALL SIGNS THROUGHOUT CITY. 

 Possible examples: 

1.  To get off drugs call… 

2.  To dispose of drugs call… 

3.  Want drugs?  Call… for help 

4.  Lost a loved to drugs?  Call… for help. 

 COMMUNITY BUILDING 

Provide and promote free or low cost activities for the community on a regular 

basis so people expect and attend them.  Promote community pride and 

acceptance through  

1. Block or ward parties. 

2. Family events like cookouts, dances, concerts, plays, the National Night 

Out, etc. 

3. Adopting a slogan such as “We Are Family,”  “Connecting Community 

Today,” or “We Are Stronger Together” to be incorporated into all official 

city communication, print and electronic (perhaps in the official letterhead). 

In these ways we would be visibly working to reduce and eliminate social 

stigma and drug abuse. 

 FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES NEEDED  

1. NA meetings within the city 

2. AA meetings within the city 

3. HA meetings within the city 

4. 12 step program within the city 

5. Staff person connected with police dept. or city hall, preferably a licensed 

alcohol and drug counselor, for referrals and crisis intervention including 

support to public safety agencies to address the issue of burnout. 

6. Compile a comprehensive list of area support organizations and services 

presently available to be posted to the city website as well as widely 

distributed throughout the city in printed format. 

7. Community Youth Center with paid professional staff. 

 TREATMENT SERVICES NEEDED 

1. Promote programs like Families Hoping and Coping 

2. Pursue development of detox, rehab, and transitional housing, sober living 

facilities 

3. Access to inpatient/outpatient mental health resources 

4. Ongoing Tri-city cooperation on issues associated with opiate abuse. 

 K-12 ANTI-DRUG CURRICULUM 

For the long term this is likely the most crucial recommendation of all: 

We strongly recommend that the City Council formally request the 

Somersworth School Board adopt a K-12 anti-drug curriculum and require it 

to be taught in every school in the city.  We further recommend that, to 

demonstrate the urgency of the request and the commitment of the Council, 
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the Council offer to appropriate supplemental funds to the School Board to 

purchase such a curriculum.   

 

Rationale: 

In the United States we have traditionally tried to fight our “war on drugs” 

by attacking the supply.  Clearly we are losing in that war effort-dismally.  

In the basic laws of supply and demand, if there is a demand and a profit to 

be made, there will always be a supply.  If, however, we can educate to a 

point where we significantly reduce, perhaps even eliminate the demand, the 

supply will take care of itself- it will simply dry up.  Where there is no 

demand there is no supply. 

 LOOKING AHEAD 

The Mayor’s Drug Abuse Task Force has a sunset date of December 31, 

2015.  We offer the following for the Council’s consideration: 

1. To encourage transparency to the community we suggest the City Council 

respond to the Task Force’s recommendations in a public forum before 

December 31, 2015. 

2. Are there additional tasks you would like us to accomplish prior to 

December 31, 2015? 

3. Do you see a need for the Task Force to continue longer than the current 

sunset date allows?  If so, what role do you see it playing? 

 

Mr. MacKenzie thanked the Council for supporting the creation and work of the task 

force saying “You have not only publicly acknowledged this crisis but demonstrated your 

commitment to solving it and repairing the damage it has done and is doing to our city 

and its people.” 

 

Councilor Witham wants staff to explore the notion of declaring a “public health 

emergency” aggressively.  He mentioned particularly the recommendations of adding 

police officers and most importantly for the long term, the K-12 education. 

 

Councilor Soldati had a conversation with a community member whose daughter said 

that “heroin is always there at any party, if you want it.  Councilor Soldati wondered if 

there are any communities who have tackled this problem and lowered the incidence of 

usage. 

 

Amy Michaels from the Drug Use Task Force said that Gloucester, MA has a program 

and while the usage may not be less, but it is easier to get help. 

 

Councilor Sprague thanked the task force and wondered about the part-time officer.  

Police Captain Kretschmar spoke to this issue at the county level where they would like 5 

officers.   

 

They would like this issue to have political visibility; perhaps they could find a way to 

get someone here during primary season. 
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Councilor Dumont believes the Mayor bringing this issue forward was “priceless.”  We 

need to consider this during the goal setting session. 

 

There was discussion about the task force continuing to work.  Mr. MacKenzie said that 

this is an Ad Hoc committee which sunsets in its current form, but maybe it could 

become a standing committee.  They know the work is not done yet but the scope would 

need to be defined.  He looks to the Council and Mayor to define the parameters. 

 

Councilor Witham pondered how to go from here, perhaps adopting like the master plan.   

This is important to keep front and center and decide who to share the report with, (for 

instance the Governor, the State’s drug tsar, the legislative delegation, etc.) 

 

Mayor Hilliard thanked the task force.  The Council will digest this and move forward to 

continue the process. 

 

Mr. MacKenzie expressed that it was gratifying and a pleasure to work with this group. 

 

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DISPOSAL THEREOF BY REFERENCE OR 

OTHERWISE. 

 

None. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT. 

 

Mayors Report for City Council Meeting, September 8, 2015 

  

I would like to thank the members of the of the Somersworth Indonesian community for 

their strong turnout at the flag raising event which took place on August 22
nd

 at City Hall.  

Over 65 people turned out to honor the contributions to our community of Somersworth’s 

largest ethnic group.  The turnout and the event embodied the values of community and 

why as Americans we should continue to be proud to live in a nation committed to the 

celebration of its diversity 

 

I had the honor recently of delivering the opening remarks at the 3
rd

 annual Jakarta 

festival.  The highly successful event sponsored by the Friends of Somersworth continues 

to highlight Somersworth’s proud history of welcoming immigrants and embracing 

cultural diversity.  I had the pleasure of moving from booth to booth with the Indonesian 

Consulate General and conversing with all of the vendors that day.  Both the Consulate 

General and I were able to discuss ways Somersworth and the nation of Indonesia can 

strengthen ties.  I look forward to future conversations with the Consulate General and 

the announcement of future initiatives. 

 

This evening before the Council for first reading is Ordinance No. 7-16 establishing a 

curfew from 9:00pm-5:00am for any juvenile under the age of 16.  Councilor Witham 

and I share many of the same political values including the ideology that individual 

responsibility and community engagement should be the first approach before resolving 
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to legislating policies.  Neither one of us are filled with pride to bring forward an 

ordinance which would, in our minds, reflects basic parental authority, however, it has 

become apparent to both of us with the rise of vandalism and other juvenile related 

problems that a curfew is necessary within our community.  While to the majority of us, 

letting a juvenile wander the streets of Somersworth at all hours of the night would not be 

an option, for a population of Somersworth, no home related curfew exists. 

 

It is no surprise, for those of us who have raised children or work with them in our 

respective careers, the lack of structure and overdose of juvenile independence has led to 

destruction of public and private property and increased police contact.  Both Councilor 

Witham and I now believe that to curb this increasing trend, our full community must 

now take action by installing a city wide curfew.  While a curfew will not resolve all 

juvenile related problems, it is our collective opinion that it will set clear expectations of 

what will no longer be tolerated in this great city we call home. 

 

Both of them look forward to the Public Safety Committee studying Ordinance No. 7-16 

and reporting back a favorable recommendation. 

 

This Friday will mark the 14
th

 anniversary of the September 11 attacks on our nation.  For 

many of us in this room, the visions and scars from that morning are still fresh within our 

minds.  While time and history are ultimate healers, those who bore witness to its events 

are tasked with incredible responsibility of teaching, remembering and honoring. 

 

The lesson of that day is the unbroken resolve of the American spirit.  That despite our 

differences, our many religions, languages and ethnicities, we are one united people, one 

United States.  That despite our personal fears and inability to know the dangers to come, 

we willingly stood our ground and with one voice and pride echoed the word:  Not in our 

home, not to my fellow American brethren. 

 

Fourteen years later the tears from that day have begun to dry, yet our task of honoring 

and remembering the heroes from that day is a mission we must continue to carry on.  As 

history reminds us, it is a nation which honors those in times of peace that continues to 

defend its citizens and their values during times of hostility. 

 

As we approach the fourteenth anniversary on Friday, take time to thank our Firefighters, 

Police Officers, EMTS and Military personally, for their daily pledge of laying down 

their lives without question, to protect ours.  Wave to your neighbors; say good morning 

to the coffee shop attendants and “thank you” to random people when they step forward 

to help.  Most importantly, do not hesitate to say I love you to the people you hold dear in 

your heart.  The greatest lesson of 9/11 is how fragile and unpredictable our lives are and 

how we must cherish each moment we are given. 

 

Honor those brave men and women who lost their lives on 9/11 to defending our great 

nation from all who wish harm or ill upon it.  Let the message of that day continue to 

radiate throughout the four corners of the world.  That the American light of freedom and 

liberty will never be extinguished. 
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The next Mayor’s Community Forum will take place on this Saturday, September 12
th

 

from 9:00-10:30am.  Included in this forum will be At-Large City Councilors David 

Witham and Sean Collins.  Also joining the forum will be At-Large School Board 

members Joanne Pepin and Don Austin.  The purpose of the forums is to foster dialog 

and ideas, in a non-formal setting, to continue to move our community forward.  All 

members of the community are welcome, regardless of the ward they live in. 

 

As part of the September 17
th

 “Serv-a-palooza”, Timberland will be offering free 

beginning kayak lessons at the Mast Point Dam Park from 1:30-3:30 pm.  Only 10 to 11 

spots are available.  Signups will be available through a link on the city website soon. 

 

Nominations, Appointments and Elections: 

 

 Carlene Dumont, For Supervisor of the Checklist, Ward 3, with a term to expire 

on 01/2018. 

 

I respectfully request that Council approve the nomination. 

 

 Also this evening I will be appointing Councilor Dale Sprague as the Mayor’s 

designee to the New Hampshire Rail Transit Authority.  This appointment does 

not require Council confirmation. 

 

 I will also be naming Council Messier and Councilor Dumont to the Joint 

Building Committee.  These nominations do require Council confirmation and I 

would respectfully request that Council confirm the nomination this evening. 

 

This respectfully concludes my September 8, 2015 Mayor’s Report. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

Councilor Witham reported that the Finance Committee met on September 8, 2015 at 

8:30 am.  The committee discussed the following topics: 

 

 Minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 

 Cameras at Noble Pines.  Dave Sharples researched this; the committee wanted 

high resolution cameras.  The Recreation Committee also endorsed Resolution 

No. 4-16.  Money, ($10,300), to come from the police forfeiture escrow account.  

Committee endorsed. 

 Tax Lien / Deeded Properties.   Two properties, Breton and Pioneer Mechanical 

are contaminated, so the City will not take them.  There are 22 other properties to 

consider.  Two are mobile home properties with taxes outstanding for more than 

three years.  The committee will endorse a resolution at the next meeting to deed 

those two properties.  
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 Re: 3 Brook Drive - Owned by the City.  They will not move the mobile home, 

but will offer to allow the prospective buyer of the park to purchase the unit and 

move it himself.  The Committee endorsed that option. 

 Discussion re: HealthTrust.  Councilor Witham recused himself.  The discussion 

was chaired by Councilor Sprague.  The committee endorsed continuing with 

HealthTrust. 

 Public Works water vehicle.  This will go to the Public Works and Environment 

Committee before going to the full Council. 

 

REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES, CITY OFFICERS AND CITY MANAGER. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD 

 

Councilor Pepin reported that the School Board met on August 25, 2015 for a 

presentation on the CTC design by Banwell Architects.  Building and Grounds has asked 

the School Board to get bids for the architectural design. 

 

COAST 

 

Councilor Pepin reported that COAST bus held its election of officers, discussed the FY 

2016 budget and discussed the open carry law.  

 

AD HOC COMMITTEE FOR THE SOMERSWORTH CHRISTMAS PARADE  

 

Councilor Dumont reported that the committee met on August 3
rd

 to discuss banners and 

brackets.  The will meet again in October. 

 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 

 

Councilor Dumont reported that the committee reviewed applications.  They made a 

recommendation to implement the applications and they approved the Emery Street 

property. 

 

PLANNING BOARD  

 

Councilor Witham reported that the Planning Board approved the Flatley project, 144 

Units at Tara Field. They want to include sidewalks, widening turning lanes, etc.  The 

developer will come before Council but they do not yet have the timeline. 

 

 

 



 9 

  
 

 TO:  Mayor Dana Hilliard and City Council Members 

 

 FROM: Robert M. Belmore, City Manager   

 

 DATE: Friday, September 4, 2015 

  

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report for Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

              City Council Agenda 

  

 

6:30pm Non-Meeting 

Discuss the Tentative Agreement for the Somersworth Public Administrators 

Association (SPAA). 

 

 

Lay on the Table (under Section 12 of Agenda) 

 

Ordinances 

 

A. Ordinance No. 24-15 Amend Chapter 13, Police Offenses, Section 3.G, 

Permits and Reserved Parking (Re-referred to the Public Safety Committee).   
 

B. Ordinance No. 4-16 Amending Chapter 30 Conduct in Public Parks.   Chief 

Crombie, Director Sharples and I have re-visited the concern raised at the last 

Council meeting.  Staff’s recommendation is to change “or any other City 

Official” to “or any Somersworth Code Official”.  This will allow our Code 

Enforcement Officer and Code Compliance Officer to enforce this City 

Regulation. 

 

New Business (under Section 14 of Agenda) 

 

Ordinances 

 

A. Ordinance No. 5-16 Amend Chapter 7, Streets, Highways, Sewers, Section 

7.4 Fees.  Attached is a memorandum and spreadsheet from Finance Director 

Scott Smith providing a brief explanation regarding our pay-per-bag program and 

the associated balance in this enterprise fund.  The Finance Committee did review 

CITY OF SOMERSWORTH 
Office of the City Manager 
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this issue and recommends moving forward with the increase.  Presently we 

charge $1.75 for a 30 gallon bag and $1.20 for a 15 gallon bag.  The new costs 

would rise to $1.80/1.85 over the 2 years and $1.25/1.30 respectively. I 

recommend a Public Hearing prior to the next Council meeting on Monday, 

September 21
st
 at 6:45 p.m.  (FYI: The City of Dover charges residents $2.15 and 

$1.45 for their bags).’’ 

 

Note:  Without objection the Mayor scheduled the Public Hearing for Ordinance 

No. 5-16 for September 21, 2015 @ 6:45 pm.  

 

B. Ordinance No. 6-16 Supplemental Appropriation for Road Resurfacing 

Projects.  Attached is a memorandum from Finance Director Scott Smith that 

provides a breakdown of the cost for the High Street-Pike Road Project.  The 

Finance Committee supports this Supplemental Appropriation.  These funds, if 

approved, would be added to other available funds for road projects.  That is, 

$168,908 encumbered from the Blackwater/ Whitehouse Road projects and 

$150,000 in this year’s road resurfacing budget.  This would provide a new total 

of $615,932 in available funding for road improvements.  The City Charter 

requires a Public Hearing which could follow the Hearing on the pay-per-bag 

proposed cost increase at 6:50 p.m. at the Council meeting on September 21
st
. 

 

Note:  Without objection the Mayor scheduled the Public Hearing for Ordinance 

No. 6-16 for September 21, 2015 @ 6:50 pm.  

 

C. Ordinance No. 7-16 Adopt New Chapter 13F, Juvenile City Curfew.  This 

Ordinance has been reviewed and amended per City Attorney recommendations.  

If approved, this Chapter would be added to our Police Offenses Ordinance 

section. 

 

Resolutions 

 

A. Resolution No. 4-16 To Install Security Cameras at Noble Pines Park.   This 

was re-referred to the Finance Committee which is meeting on Tuesday, 

September 8
th

 at 8:00 a.m. Please see attached memorandum from Director Dave 

Sharples that summarizes the discussion to date.  

 

B. Resolution No. 5-16 Elderly Tax Exemption.  Attached is a memorandum from 

Director Sharples that highlights the proposed changes as well as the projected tax 

rate impact if adopted (0.03 cents). As indicated, this Resolution is written to be 

effective next year.  Therefore, the tax impact would not be realized this fiscal 

year. 

 

Other 

 

A. Vote to Ratify a 1-Year Wage and Working Agreement between the City of 

Somersworth and the Somersworth Public Administrators Association.  
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There is a confidential memo from our Labor Relations Attorney and the 

Tentative Agreement’s (TA) related cost to the City should the TA be ratified. 

 

City Manager’s Items (under section 10 of Agenda)  

 

A. Information Items: 

 

1. Timeline Regarding Career Technical Center Renovation Project.  

Attached is a memorandum from Superintendent Jeni Mosca regarding the 

CTC Project’s progress and projected timeline. The City Council and School 

Board are now being asked to appoint two (2) members to form a Joint 

Building Committee (JBC) to oversee this construction project. Attached is a 

copy of the State RSA regarding JBC’s. 

 

2. Malley Farm.  Attached is a letter from Executive Director Mark Sipple 

regarding the Lease Termination Agreement with the City of Somersworth.  

For now, the City will be entirely responsible for the property.  City staff 

will be monitoring the property. 

 

3. Downtown 25 MPH Zone.  Police Department reports regarding their 

“directed patrols” are attached.  Additional 25MPH signage has also been 

erected. 

 

 

4. Capital Improvement Program FY 2017-2022. Attached is a copy of the 

City Manager’s memorandum to Department Heads regarding the 

development of the next City CIP.  Again, I welcome any City Council 

suggestions as to projects or the adoption process. 

 

B. Attachments: 

 

1. NH DOT Public Hearing Schedule for the 2017-2026 Transportation Ten-

Year Plan. 

 

Note:  The City Council will meet for a Road Management Plan presentation 

workshop on October 5, 2015.  The Public Works and Environment Committee will 

meet this month to discuss, prior to the Council Workshop. 

 

NOMINATIONS, APPOINTMENTS AND ELECTIONS. 

 

SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST-WARD 3-TERM TO EXPIRE 01/2018, 

CARLENE DUMONT. 

 

Councilor Witham seconded by Councilor Messier, made a motion to approve this 

nomination.  The motion passed. 
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 NEW HAMPSHIRE RAIL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

 

Mayor Hilliard appointed Dale Sprague as the Mayor’s designee to the New Hampshire 

Rail Transit Authority.  This appointment does not require Council confirmation. 

 

 JOINT BUILDING COMMITTEE 

 

Mayor Hilliard appointed Councilors Messier and Dumont to the Joint Building 

Committee.  The Council confirmed the appointments after a motion by Councilor Pepin 

which Councilor McCallion seconded. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD AT-LARGE 

 

There were no applications for the At-Large School Board vacancy received by the 

Clerk’s office.  The Mayor asked the City Clerk’s Office to repost the vacancy at City 

Hall, the Library, on channel 22 and the city website. 

 

LAY ON TABLE. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 24-15 AMEND CHAPTER 13, POLICE OFFENSES, 

SECTION 3.G, PERMIT AND RESERVED PARKING, (RE-REFERRED TO 

THE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

Not removed from the table. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 4-16 AMENDING CHAPTER 30, CONDUCT IN PUBLIC 

PARKS. 

 

Councilor Witham made a motion to remove Ordinance No. 4-16 from the table.  The 

motion was seconded and passed. 

 

Councilor Witham offered an amendment to the ordinance that the language “or any 

other City official” be changed to “or any Somersworth Code official.”  The amendment 

was seconded and passed with the Mayor breaking a tie vote.  (Soldati, Dumont, 

McCallion and Messier opposed.) 

 

Discussion considered reasons to make the change, specifically both smoking and dogs in 

the parks.  Councilor Messier wondered how Code would to enforce the ordinance and 

whether this would take time away from their other duties.  Code Enforcement powers 

were clarified for these instances.  If Code officers saw a violation, this gives them the 

authority to enforce the ordinance; it is not that they will be patrolling. 

 

Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Pepin made a motion to adopt as amended; 

the motion passed, 6-2, (Soldati and Messier opposed.) 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
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None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS. 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 5 - 16 AMEND CHAPTER 7, STREETS, HIGHWAYS, SEWERS, 

SECTION 7.4 - FEES. 

 

        Somersworth, NH 

        September 8, 2015 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOMERSWORTH 

THAT the Ordinances of the City of Somersworth as amended, be further amended as 

follows: 

 

Amend Chapter 7, Streets, Highways, Sewers, Section 7.4 – Fees, by deleting it in its 

entirety and replacing it with the following: 

 

Section 7.4 – Fees :  Effective January 1, 2016, the retail cost of the bags shall 

be $1.80 for a 30-gallon bag and $1.25 for a 15-gallon bag. Effective January 

1, 2017, the retail cost of the bags shall be $1.85 for a 30-gallon bag and $1.30 

for a 15-gallon bag. The cost to vendors shall be $.02 cents less to provide 

financial incentive for selling the bags. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

        Introduced by Councilors 

 

        David Witham 

        Dale R. Sprague 

        Martin Pepin 

        Jennifer G. Soldati  

            

Approved: 

 

City Attorney 

 

Ordinance No. 5-16 will remain in first reading until the September 21, 2015 City 

Council meeting. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 6 -16 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION FOR ROAD 

RESURFACING PROJECTS.   
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Somersworth, NH 

September 8, 2015 

 

THE CITY OF SOMERSWORTH ORDAINS THAT pursuant to Section 7.7(A) of the 

City Charter: 

 

The annual budget for the City of Somersworth for Fiscal Year 15-16 is amended as 

follows: 

 

Appropriate $297,000 from General Fund Unassigned Fund Balance to the Public Works 

section of the FY 15-16 General Fund budget as follows: 

 

     Original Budget   Amendment   Revised Budget 

        $ 2,067,565     $ 297,000     $ 2,364,565 

         

         

Approved as to Funding:     Recorded by: 

 

 

Scott A. Smith       Trish Harris 

Director of Finance and Administration   City Clerk 

 

 

Background: 

This ordinance appropriates the use of General Fund Unassigned Fund Balance for the 

purpose of increasing the funding available for road resurfacing projects. The amount 

appropriate represents the balance of funds available at the completion of the High Street 

improvements project.   

This Ordinance requires a public hearing and requires a 2/3 majority vote of the City 

Council after the public hearing subject to Section 7.4.1 and .Section 7.7 (A) of the City 

Charter. 

       Introduced by Councilors 

 

       David Witham 

       Dale Sprague 

       Martin Pepin 

       Jennifer Soldati 

        

Approved 

 

City Attorney  

 

Ordinance No. 6-16 will remain in first reading until the September 21, 2015 City 

Council meeting. 

      

ORDINANCE NO. 7 -16 ADOPT NEW CHAPTER 13F, JUVENILE CITY CURFEW 
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  Somersworth, NH 

September 8, 2015 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOMERSWORTH  

THAT the Ordinances of the City of Somersworth be amended by adopting Chapter 13F: 

 

CHAPTER 13F 

 

Juvenile City Curfew 

 

Purpose: 

 

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect the youth and community, reduce juvenile 

crime and support parental authority.   

 

Guidelines: 

 

A. It shall be unlawful for any juvenile under the age of 16 years to be or remain 

in or upon any public street, highway, City Park, vacant lot or any other public 

place between the hours of 9:00 PM and 5:00 AM. 

B. Curfew Signal:  There shall be a bell or whistle that can be heard in every part 

of the City and rung or blown at the appropriate time, and shall be called the 

curfew signal, in which all children under the age of 16 shall be required to 

leave the street. 

 

Exception: 

 

A. This curfew shall not apply when: 

 The minor is accompanied by his/her parent, legal guardian or other 

responsible adult. 

 The minor is engaged in an errand requested by his parent(s) or legal 

guardian or other person having the legal care and custody of the Juvenile. 

 The minor is legally employed, for the period from 30 minutes before to 

30 minutes after work, while going directly between the home and place 

of employment of the minor. 

 The minor is returning directly home from a public meeting or a place of 

public entertainment, such as a movie, play or a sporting event.  The 

exception applies for 30 minutes after the completion of the event, but in 

no event later than midnight. 

 The minor is responding to or acting specifically to an emergency. 

 The minor is on the sidewalk abutting his/her residence or the residence 

which is immediately adjacent to the residence. 

 The minor is emancipated. 

 

Procedure for Detention and Release: 
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A Police Officer who has reasonable cause to detain a minor for the curfew violation may 

release the minor as follows.  The Officer may release the minor to his/her parent or legal 

guardian, or responsible adult 21 years of age or older either at the scene, at the minor’s 

address or the Police Station, or at a location within Somersworth indicated by the parent 

or legal guardian. 

 

Violations and Penalties: 

 

A. Minors for the first violation shall be counseled by the officer and released to 

a suitable person as stated above.  If not the parent or guardian, said parent or 

guardian shall be notified no later than the following day.  The parent or 

guardian shall be informed that any further violation could result in a fine. 

B. Second Offense:  The child shall be taken to the police station and the parents 

will be called to pick the child up.  If they refuse, the child will be taken home 

and a 50 dollar fine imposed on the parent and/or guardian. 

C. Third Offense:  A third and all future offenses will be subject to a 100 dollar 

fine imposed on the parent and/or guardian. 

D. Failure to pay the fine to the City of Somersworth City Clerk within 72 hours 

of issuance of the summons will cause the police department to summons the 

offender to the court for prosecution. 

 

This Ordinance shall be effective upon its passage. 

 

Introduced by  

 

Councilor David Witham 

Mayor Dana Hilliard   

    

Approved: 

 

City Attorney 

 

The Mayor referred Ordinance No. 7-16 to the Public Safety Committee. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 – 16 TO INSTALL SECURITY CAMERAS AT THE 

NOBLE PINES PARK 

 

Somersworth, NH 

September 8, 2015 

 

WHEREAS, the City owns and maintains the Noble Pines Park located at 45 Grand 

Street in Somersworth; 
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WHEREAS, the Noble Pines Park has numerous amenities that include a ball field, 

seating, concession stand, dugouts, a splash pad, a pavilion, a recreation building, skate 

park, playground equipment, picnic tables, and other associated improvements, and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee supports the installation of security cameras at 

the Noble Pines Park to protect these amenities, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF SOMERSWORTH THAT the City Manager is authorized to expend funds to 

purchase and install security cameras at the Noble Pines Park for approximately $10,300 

and take any and all necessary action to complete this project in the best interest of the 

City. 

Introduced by Councilor 

David Witham 

 

Approved: 

City Attorney 

 
Background:  Total estimated cost is $10,300 which includes purchase and installation of four 

cameras, associated improvements to support the cameras, and contingency.  Funding will be 

provided by a Police escrowed forfeiture account. 

 

Councilor Witham, seconded by Councilor Messier, motioned to suspend rules for a 

second reading by title only.  After a second reading, Councilor Witham stated that this 

resolution is recommended by both the Recreation and Finance Committees and then 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 4-16 which was seconded by Councilor Messier 

and passed, 8-0. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 5-16  ELDERLY TAX EXEMPTION. 

 

Somersworth, NH 

       September 8, 2015   

    

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SOMERSWORTH that the elderly exemptions from property tax in the City of 

Somersworth, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, are amended effective 

April 1, 2016. 

 

1. For a person 65 years of age up to 74 years, Fifty Thousand ($50,000) Dollars. 

2. For a person 75 years of age up to 79 years, Sixty-Five Thousand ($65,000) 

Dollars. 

3. For a person 80 years of age or older, Seventy-Five Thousand ($75,000) Dollars. 

 

To qualify for the elderly exemption: 

 

1. The taxpayer must be a New Hampshire resident for at least three (3) years and 

own the real estate individually or jointly or, if the real estate is owned by such 
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person's spouse, they must have been married at least five (5) years. 

 

2. The taxpayer must have a net income of not more than Thirty-Two Thousand, 

($32,000) Dollars or, if married, a combined net income of less than Fifty 

Thousand ($50,000) Dollars. 

 

3. The taxpayer must not own assets in excess of One-Hundred Thousand 

($100,000) Dollars, excluding the value of the person's residence and up to 2 

acres of land.  

 

4. The property cannot have been transferred to the applicant, from a person under 

the age of 65, if they were related to the applicant by blood or marriage, within 

the past five (5) years, per RSA 72:40-a.  

 

5. The property must meet the definition of a residential real estate, per RSA 79:39-a 

(c), which includes the housing unit which is the person’s principal home and 

related structures.  It does not include attached dwelling units and unattached 

structures used or intended for commercial or other non-residential purposes.   

 

FURTHERMORE, the application form for tax exemption, as authorized by RSA 72:33, 

must be filed by the taxpayer with the local Assessing Officials by April 15
th

,  prior to the 

setting of the tax rate and showing that the applicant was duly qualified upon April 1
st
  of 

the year in which the exemption or tax credit is first claimed. 

 

The following documentation must be provided at the time of application: 

 

List of assets, value of each asset, net encumbrance and net value of each asset (Provide 

year end statements for each of the assets); 

Statement of applicant and spouse's income;  

W-2 and 1099 forms; 

Federal Income Tax Forms;  

State Interest and Dividends Tax Form;  

Property Tax Bill for any other property owned; 

November and December bank statements for all accounts; 

Copy of license or birth certificate;  

Copy of Vehicle registrations.  

Documents are considered confidential and are returned to the applicant at the time a 

decision is made on the application. 

 

Introduced by   

       Councilor Martin P. Dumont Sr. 

Approved: 

City Attorney 

 

The Mayor referred Resolution No. 5-16 to the Finance Committee. 
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OTHER: 

 

VOTE TO RATIFY A 1 YEAR WAGE AND WORKING AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF SOMERSWORTH AND THE SOMERSWORTH PUBLIC 

ADMINSTRATORS ASSOCIATION. 

 

The Council voted to ratify this agreement on a voice vote. 

 

COMMENTS BY VISITORS.   

 

John T. Kennedy wants to see the flags at half mast on Friday, September 11
th

, as a 

former NJ fire fighter. Thank you. 

 

Richard Brooks 18 Linden Street, Ward 1, handed out a sheet to Councilors which 

showed streetlights in Somersworth.  He believes that the City should shut some off for 

the following reasons:  Autos have lighting, there is signage on the streets, auto lights are 

bright and reflective, there is ambient light, bicycles and pedestrians can use lights and 

sidewalks follow ADA guidelines, snow reflects light, it would be more efficient and 

save energy for the future.  He thinks lights should be at the intersections and 

crosswalks…Just remove the bulbs.  There are 84 non-LED street lights; this would be a 

way to control one expense.  He said; let’s turn off the street lights, even mine. 

 

CLOSING COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS. 

 

Councilor Pepin thanked the Drug Use Task Force.  This issue needs to be treated as a 

disease.  He asked everyone to patrol their neighborhoods, Call the PD if (you see 

something.)  The lights on Market Street are too bright. 

 

Councilor Soldati commended the Task Force, saying this is a serious problem that will 

not just go away.  The Hilltop Bluegrass Festival is on Saturday, September 19, 2015 

beginning at 9 am.  The music starts at 10 am. 

 

Councilor Dumont appreciates the Friends of Somersworth sponsoring the Jakarta Fair. 

 

Councilor McCallion thanked the Drug Use Task Force, saying he thinks the key is 

getting involved when kids are real small.  We need to look at (having a) youth center. 

 

Councilor Messier echoed what has been said.  He thanked the Historic District for being 

respectful of property.  At the Jakarta Fair there were many photos taken with police 

officers.  That is positive for them. He wondered why Flatley would come before Council 

if the Planning Board approved the project. 

 

Councilor Tapscott said, “Great job!” to the Drug Use Task Force. 

 

Councilor Witham is concerned with parents not knowing where their children are.  He 

originally thought the age for the curfew should be 14, not 16. This is less about damage 
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and more about responsibility.  This is an important conversation.  He was not pleased 

that on the day of the Jakarta Fair the area was not mowed and not swept.  On the day of 

the fair, it should be cleaned up.  We need situational awareness by City staff:  Fairs, 

parades, etc, etc. 

 

Councilor Sprague appreciated the “’choosing our words” comment and said the person 

should get the name straight. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS. 

 

None 

 

NONPUBLIC SESSION (AS NECESSARY, PENDING ROLL CALL VOTE BY 

COUNCIL). 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT.  

 

Councilor McCallion, seconded by Councilor Messier, made a motion to adjourn.  The 

meeting adjourned at 9:26 pm.          

     

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

__________________________________________ 

Elise B. Brelis , Deputy City Clerk   

  

 


