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SOMERSWORTH

Minutes of the City Council & School Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 18, 2022

MEMBERS PRESENT for this JOINT WORKSHOP MEETING

Mayot Dana S. Hilliard and City Councilors David Witham, Martin Pepin, Nancie Cameron, Don
Austin, and Matt Gerding.

School Board Members Maggie Larson, Todd Marsh, Mark Richardson, Kari Clark, and Barbara
Wentworth.

City/School Staff present: City Manager Robert Belmore and Deputy Managet/FD Scott Smith; Lori
Lane, Superintendent of School.

The meeting was opened at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Dana S. Hilliard, who made opening comments
regarding the wotk being done at the School level regarding the Recovery Friendly Workplace
Initiative and his excitement that we wete hete this evening to receive this presentation. Mayor Hilliard
stated that he would be referring this program to the Council’s Government Operations Committee
so that the City could tap into this program. He introduced Mary Boisse from the SOS Recovery

Community Otganization, who gave the attached presentation on these programs.

After the presentation, Ms. Boisse answered some questions and provided some information on how
different organizations have instituted this program both in private organization and in municipalities.

She stated that the Cities of Concord, Manchester and Nashua have done so; as well as the Dover
Library and the Newmarket Police Department. Ms. Boisse mentioned that the first step be for an
organization to contact them and submit a Letter of Interest. Coordinators from SOS add Recovery
Friendly Workplace Cootdinatots would then work with the community or business leaders to discuss
and then plan what would work for theit organizations and their employees as each one may have

unique aspects to address to achieve success.

At the request of Mayor Hilliard, Todd Marsh gave a brief summary of the work done to date by the
Mental Health & Wellness Commission and Supetintendent Lori Lane provided comments on the
progress of instituting this program at eh School Department level.

Mayor Hilliard thanked Mary Boisse and others attending from SOS as the City and School Officials
present. He expressed his excitement about the Recovery Friendly Workplace Initiative being
incorporated into the SAU and our Schools; and into the City Departments. Mayor Hilliard closed the
meeting at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert M. Belmore, City Manager
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